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August 21, 2003
PROLOGUE
Ho~ard El~ell Myers ~as born about 5PM June 5, 1925 at home
on Philips Avenue in Akron, Ohio. He ~as not expected to live
but did survive on barley ~ater and sucking sugar ~rapped in
cloth. He. and his family moved to Mil~aukee, Wisconsin ~hen his
dad had a job transfer. Ho~ard ~as just able to ~alk under the
d·ining room table ...
EDUCATION
After the usual grade and junior high schools Ho~ard moved on
to South Division High School in Mil~aukee and graduated in
June 1943. He had been vice-president of.his junior high school
graduating class, represented his high school at Badge·r Boys
State in Ripon, Wisconsini earned t~o letters in track, and ~as
co-editor of the year book. After his return from the army he
attended Marquette University in Mil~aukee and graduated ~ith a
Bachelor ·of Mechanical Engineering.degree in the class of November
1948 ..
MILITARY
In the ~ritings follo~iQg.
FAMILY
Sylvia J~ne Slabey and Ho~ard ·~ere married August 27, ;1949 after
a three year courtship. They began their married life t~o blocks
from South Shore Park in Mil~aukee paying amonthly rent bf$ 30.
They had a great honeymoon out West seeing the Grand Canyon, Bryce,
and Zion National Parks along ~ith many other sights along the ~ay.
Their son (Robert) died pr~birth in his. fourth month. Seven other
beautiful , children took on the farrtily name (Joy, Dale; Holly,
Gary, Lisa, Cari, and Jon) • Each ha:s gra.~ n to become a, stable:1arid
caring adult. Each has overcome life's disappointments as ~ell
as share in the many good things. Sylvia and Hq~ard a~e proud·
of each one and they love them all for ~ho they have become and
ho~ they coritinue to shaie their li~es ~ith them. T~entyfive
additional foster children. started on their life's path~ay at
Sylvia and Ho~ard's home. As a family they ate together, traveled
together, and shared their lives together. At thi·s ~ri ting they
also shaie their lives ~ith t~elve grandchildren ~nd four great
grandchildren. What a blessing. Sylvia and Ho~ard ha~e been.
married over fifty years. They sho~ love for friends, familyi and
each other. They have become one to the extent that ~hen one
is hurting so is the other. Truly a marriage made in Heaven.
WORK
Ho~ard's first job ~as selling the WISCONSIN NEWS paper on the
corner of sourth 35th and ~est Burnham streets in Mil~a.ukee. He
made more money from the bonus he received for standing there
than he made selling papers. He ~ent to ~ork ~ith his neighbors
~ho ~ere the janitors of the Mueller Furnace Company on south
20th and ~est Oklahoma Avenue. He emptied ~astebaskets for$ 1
a ~eek.
'
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WORK (continued)
After returning from the t-.ar in 1946 Hm,ard \\Orked for a heating
contractor during the- summer \\aiting for Marquette to start in ·
the fall. He earned 40¢ and hour. The next summer he \\Orked for
a deep \\ell pump repair company ea~ng $ 1 and hour. After
graduation Ho~ard t\orked l\ith his father as a manufacturer's
representatiye. Together they covered Wisconsin and Upper Michigan
selling valves and tanks and any-thing else that t-.as needed in
the plumbing and heating for commercial jobs. They l\orked together
fifteen years. His father died in 1964.Hol\ard continued the business
another thirtyfive years adding pumps and 'li.ater heaters to his
lines. He enjoyed his fifty years of \\Ork and i t \\as good to him.
RELIGION .
Ho\\ard 't\ent through the usual religious training: baptized,
confirmed, joined the church, church camps, choirs, church responsible positions.
He found. his direct relationship "to.ith God
through chemistry in high school. In his scpool days. there v.ere
only 92 elements and they fell into families. Each family has
a certain quality but the elements ~ith i t is just a little different
from its other family members. Through its number in the periodic
table each element has moons that circle it •. Each element has rings -of
moons.beginning ll.ith 2, B, B, 16, 16, 32, etc. When an element didn't
have sufficient moons to complete. Its circle it looked for more
to complete i t ••_•••
Example:: '""'"'··
,.-··~--:}........ :.:•·
;_: .. ·--~- '·-··
Hydrogen #1 - has one moon
Oxygen #8 - has 8 moons - 2 & 6
T~o hydrogen (2 moons) added to the
one oxygen atom (2 & 6) completes the
circies of 2 & 8 making the t-.ater
molecule or H2 o. This along \l.ith our
solar system of· planets and their
.
.
moons to him could not _j~st · happen.
M~ny thingsOin nature are beyond our understanding. we can breath
air at 100 F and even to ..:.2oop and not hurt our lungs
There
has to be a higher planning po\l.er ••• ~e call GOD. Ho"a;d has no
problem accepting the ~rinity. God the father; Jesus the son living
on earth to sho~ us ho" and ~ith·His life for the-present ending on
earth at th7 cro~s as a sacrifice for us all along "ith the promise
o~ Heaven ~1th Hi~ an~ ot~er bel~evers: and the Holy Spirit no"
~ith us ••• Hm,1:~rd s life is truly blessed .. His plans not alv.ays
happen.but Gods route fo 7 him alt..ays "to.arks. There is fully
peace in the.eternal promise. Ho"ard ~ould pray for all readers
not to experience fear; but instead, believe and live as though
Heaven "ould be here today or tomorrot\.
·.·

.. , ..

;•~
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WORDS .TO DEFINE
ammo - ammunition
ASTP - Army Specialized Training Program
billits - hoµsing.
bivouac - housing
purpgun ~ like a small machine gun
CP - command post- headquarters
details - ,;..ork jobs
88s - German field artillery - 88 millimeters
fellout - lineup outside
Gis - soldiers
gigg - have extra duty
green outfit -have had no experience
half-tracks -armored infantry travels in them - like trucks
high points - each soldier received points for time in service
and time overseas that totaled to a sum of points
kilometer - .62 of a mile
KP - kitchen police - ,;..orking in the kitchen
krauts - Germans
mess hall -.dining room
PFC - private lst class
platoon - 5 tanks
.
pullman trairi - sleeping cars of a train
PW - prisoner of ,;..ar - captur.ed enemy
reveille - morning ,;..ake up in line outside
tommy gun -· . a small machine gun
·
zeroeQ in - right on target
Reference t6 Ne,;.. Mexico A&M college - serving
negros - there ,;..as segregation at that time.our units at any time - they ,;..ere a different
They \\ere not called blacks •• They .are called
.
~

.

girls ,;..ere
no blacks in
peopl~.
Afro-Americans

During the ,;..ar our company commander ,;..as Captain Charles Clayton.
He \\as 22 years old -and a great leader. He \\asas cool as could
be in tough spots ,;..hich ke.pt us cool. He brought us through
the \\ar \\ith the least nu~ber of casualties of any company in
the divis~on.
He died in 1993
The 12th Armored Division Association \\as formed after the ,ar
and continues.
It has local and n~tional meetings yearly. The
children of the veterans arej'J,in*9g(2nd generation). The
monthly ne,;..sletter - THE HELLCAt ne\\s - continues. Ho,;..ard is
a lifetime member.
The 12th Armored Division has a museum at Abliine, Texas.
· If it ,;..ould ever be moved; its contents ,;..ill become a part of
the General Patton Museum at Fort Knox, Kentucky.· Ho,;..-ard' s
name rs· on a paving block in the present museum ,;..alk,;..ay.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJl'.JTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE.
WASHINGTON
IN REPLY
REFER TO

AG 3B3 (4-30-43) OC-E

April 30, 1943.

Dear Sir:

It is a pleasure to inform you that you have achieved a satisfactory
standing on the joint Army-Navy pre-induct ion qualifying test. You will
be·expected_to present this letter and the inclosed.card at the time you
are called to active duty or inducted into the Army.
If you are between 17 and 18 years.of age, you will render a distinct
service to your country and accelerate your own military training by enlisting in the Enlisted Reserve Corps. This can be accomplished at your
local -Induction Station. In the event that you do this you will, be ordered
to active duty within -six months subsequent to your 18th birthday. If you
are over 18 years of age, you should come into the Army in accordance with
the normal processes of the Selective Service System.

\

Your success on the qualifying test assures you of special consideration
for the Army Specialized Training Program or the Officer Candidate Schools.
During your basic military training you will be given every opportunity to
demonstrate your qualifications for a position of responsibility and command.
Your final selection will depend upon the combination of test. results and
the record yo.u make for yoursel~ during -your training period.
The Army Specialized '::'raining Program .is designed to supply men trained
at the collegiate level for important assignments with the Army Ground Forces,
Air Forces and Service Forces •. Careful consideration will be. given to ind iv idual choices of type of service wherever possible, although final assignment must necessarily be governed by the aptitudes. of' the individual and
the needs of the various-branches for men schooled in accordance with those
aptitudes.
A booklet "Fifty _Questfons and Answers" on the Army Specialized Training Program is now being pr":!nted. You will receive your copy in the near
future.
You have my best wishes for your success.
Sincere~y yours,

l Incl.
211-26617
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Camp Grant , Ill.

July 8th to July 20th

Dad. drove ;ne down to Camp Grant early that mol"'ning
o°f J·u1y 8th. When we got to the gate, that was as far as he
could go. Off I went uown those ca.mp streets all by myself.
On either side of the roau. I co-..i.ld. see just what the arrily
there was going to ·oe. All of the solu.iers were washing windows,
cutting grass, picking up cigarette butts, or some such job.

I proceed.ea u.ovn:. tile .road. until I got to the barracks
I was to live in. After giving my or.u.el's to the First. Sergeant
I went upstairs to pick out my .bt1nk. I was the first one o:fl
my buncn to get ti1ere, so I uidn 't have :nuch _to do for awhile.
Before the day ~nueu, though, I was d-..1stin~ the rafters.
Next d.ay we of my orcter list were all there, and we
were up at :5 :30 in the moPning to start the da:/s work. After
a hea.r•ty breakfast we began the process of' getting our clothes
(the uniform, that is), getting our physical oxa~inations,
tests, anci movies. This took three <.ie.ys to do. After all this
was completed we. just had. to wait arounu t'or .orders to get shipped
out. That put· us in the same category as ~Eose boys I saw when
I first came into ca.11p.
Every morning a1'ter ·bPeakfast aha every afternoon after
uinner we fell out in front of the barr•aks to ;i:et assigned to
sorne .J.etail to give us something to do that part of' the day.
Garbage detail, coal a.etail, uay room orJerly, KP, guard, and
rra ny other jobs were open. 'J~e u.ian 't get our choice. The ;nan
in charge wouLi say the first ten go here., the second· ten go
there and so on till he got rid of all the men. In e.11 the
times I got jobs I never got a bE..d one. I. nevel' had to p·u11
gua1 u nor RP while at eamp Grant; nor dL:i I get the garbage
or coal uetail. Some days I marclu.ed new men around, others I
weiltied a mop, or some other easy .iob. The longer I stayea.
there the smaller the oct,..1s became that I wouldn't get some
dirty job. So after about _a week of taking chances like this
every :norningan1..1. af'te1"noon-I got into the· fireman detail. Thcs e
boys have their> own room anJ. work about six hours a c.tay, and.
they can't get any other job. So, into the pri~ate room with tne
other two firemen and our PFC boss. All I had to Lio was keep four
fires going for• my six hours. That meant I had to go out of U1E:1
barrc.cks once ever•y hour or so---anJ. the rest of the time I haa
to myself.
·
·
.
1

I faileu to mention tl:1e inc·iCl.ent of gett-ing my hair
cut. When I got into the barber chair on one of .-ny early. cta~,s
the barber ju::.,t started to woi>k real easy on my hair. He trim'ned
it with gr-:;;at care. After a few minutes oi" this he asked in a
wisper•.:id tone. "Have you got 'any gas coupcns '?" iP.hen I told him
"No" I lost what nicely trirnme;l hai·~.. I had.

AfUH?:··almost two weoks there--v1ith two weekend passes
home---orders ca.11e that I was to rnove .· The night of~J'_uly_ 201:,~l-~1~~~~~
foUhQ me on· a t_r_ain_he_ae1.e_(i_fop_---n0n-0-f~us~knew~trut the train
c orrunanJ.er •
8

Camp Hood, Texas

July 22nd. to November 2nd

The Pullman train carried us south through Kansas
City and on down to Ft Wo1.,th, Texas. There we had
chance to
leave the train ana. look over the town a little bit. Not to
many hours later, though, we were on the train Rnd headed. into
a a.esola te looking ar;:1y camp. A band met us at the camp Is
depot, am· after a speech by some big ·shot we were rnarched to
a bunch of barracks to await further- - oraer·s.

a

'/Ve were all boys in the late teens or early twenties
and. we knew we were going to col1ege after we had co:npleted oub
·basic training in ttlis camp. Under those conditions we could.
take anything,.ana we expectea the worse.

our

V:e finally got moved to
regular barracks· where we
were to spend the next three months. They were in the tank destroyer section of the camp. Camp Hood was noted for itibtraining
of tank aestroµers. j)ue t_o the hea:t, our beginning date of train-,
-ing was postponed. The te:nperature was as high as 120° one ,ct.ay,
and al,l .of. us being flrom .the nor th wouldn't he.ve been able to
.run aro·,1nu 'in tl:iat · climate because we weren't used to it. Two
weeks later we_ started truining.
1

We had tank destroyer officers and our training began
with tank destroyer training. At that time cur boys were. still
f.ighting .in Africa, and. Texas is about the same the:: say. We
got classes on inap r•ealling, different types of guns, pistols,
military courtesy, e.nc1 every other. subject the army .has to offer.
We took these classes out in the sun on the desert-like terrain
surrounding the camp. One e1ay the com11ana.ing officer told us we
were drinking to much water. He and the other company commanders
started a contest. to see which company ViOula. drink the lehst
amount of' wate:r. Insteau of bringing oui) the five ga&.iimn water
cans filled up as ofen as we wanted them, they cut it down to
only water after Ot.lr meals. That went on for a few days, and then.
our comrnanu.ing officer said vrn wel"e going to w-in. the contest and
he had Qmd.d:ded tl:la. t no more water would be brought out to us.
For the whole a.ay we woulu have nothing to u.rink. Anu. from the
time he said. that till about a week later wllen we moved to another
section of . camp we he.a. no water all day long.
When we moveu... t.o tl1e other part· of camp we got all
infantry office-rs. They t.riea to :na.1rn our :training as. much of a
game_ as tr.Jey could. After our usual class training on the various
subjects t11ey woula work out va.1"ious problems for us to do to
see if we ha...L learm:h:.t..what we were supposeu to. Sometimes a problem
·would last all u..ay. It m.i.ght consist of pa trolling,
finding a
place with a compass. T:r:i.ts new method of. training us suited us much
better tr1an what the tank uestroyer of'f'icePs had.

or
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We were all is ~;ued rifles, and vre had to carry them
throughout the day wherever we went. We had to carry them over
the obstacle course, on hikes, to every class vre had, and anything
else that went on.
Saturday morning brought the usual inspection. The
office1• of each platoon would inspect his men and gigg the ones
who weren't in tip 1tc}p shape. Hien that had never shaved in their
lives got gigged for the little fuzz they had on their faces.
They had to shave every day. I got giggeCL m:7 first inspection
becau~e rny belt was two inches to long--we had_ never been told
anything about the length of our belts. That was the army though
and we ha<.1 to get used to stuff like that. For punish11ent for
these rnis takes we wee.lid get a d.etail over• the weekend such as·
KP or guard ci.1.lty.
The weekend of October .10th nine of us trainees went
to Dallas to see what ·it was like. We had quite.a time. After
getting a. room wi t.i:l nine beds in the Baker Hotel we went to
the Texas-Okla:no:na football ga;ne. Following that we had a big
chicken dinner and then walked around the tcw n. We were hungry·
again so a big he.m dinner was next the. t day. The next day we slept
late, had some more chicken, and went· to see "For Whom the Be 11
Tolls 11 • We just left there in time to catch our train and head
back to camp. We stoppe..i at Waco for a steak dinner and then
went back to Camp Hood. It was a wwekend well spent. away f1'0'll the
army ro;.ltine.
After our twelve weeks of training we we··e to spend
three days at what is called the "battle -conditioning course"
and three days on a "bivouac". Tl1e battle-conditioning course
is what we all dreaded from the first day we got into that camp
and heard about it. ThtJ.~ is wher>e they fire the bullets over
our heads while we crawl underneath them. Non. of us looked with
pleasure for th.at to happen. The day came for us to march out -to
the area where all of' this takes place. Early in the morning we
had almost everything we owned in our packs and were trudging
along the dirt rca us in lexas. After a.rri»ving at the area we
set up our tents and got ready for things to happen. In those
next three___ nays we baa the· _rough~st time of our basic -training.
We hau c.lfas~Jef3 in -iirty fighting, capturin,Q; a. sc-called Nazi
village with all of us fil•ing live amr:i.uni tion for the first time
with other men so close to us, and classes on how to make explosives.
Also there vy-as the obstacle course that we all had to go over twice.
Once we coula. take all the time we wanted to in i.i.oing it, but the
next time we ·-ran it aga.i:.st tL:1e. ·;1e had to cr~rnl under baPbed
wire, cross rivers hand over hand on a rope, climb.ti up ropes,
rum on logs, and u.o almost anything that a combe.t soldier would.
.ria ve to u.o in comb& t. Thais wa~ all ,ione on the run. In :f1act, everywhere Wf; went in those three days we had to run. There was no
•.rnlking by even lllhe officers. The inf'iltr.a.tion course is where tee
bullets whiz over the heads. 'Ne he.Ci. to crawl for a few htlmdred .
ya.re.ts vvha.le this went on---crawling toward the machine guns doing
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the firing.
While crav.ling, dynamite charges v.ere set off near us
to help sim~late battle conditions •• After crav.ling past the
machine guns v.e had to fire our rifles to make sure v.hey v.ere OK.
If dirt had clogged up the barrels they v.ould have blov.n up.
Lucky that all the rifles v.ere OK. After firing the guns v.edove
into fox holes and tanks rode over us. AFter three days of thisv.e
marched back to camp to get ready for a three day camping trip.
The bivouac v.as very quiet compared to v.hat v.e had just been.through.
We just v.alked for 16 miles, and then ran the last tv.o!
We had
everything v.e ov.ned v.ith us. While out there v.e dug tank traps.
and did other things thatmight help us soldiers v.hen in battle.
We didn't have the mess hall v.ith us so ~e had to eat rations.
That v.as our first experience v.ith the K ration,· the Cration,
and the D ration.The D ration v.as the v.orse because i t v.as only a
chocolate bar. We lived on those for av.hole day. By the time v.e
had eaten the first bar v.e v.ere tired·of it.
Then v.e really knev.
v.hat our boys in Africa v.ere going through.
October 30th ended the· basic training period and v.e began to get
separated to be sentto the colleges throughout the country to
begin our engineering studies. Rumors really flev. concerning
v.here v.e might go.
Orie group left for Nev. York City, .,another
for Oklaho~a, others to Texas A&M, but my group v.as still there.
One ijovember 2nd v.e left. Again,. v.& didn't kno~ v.here v.e ~ere
going. we couid tell by the sun v.e v.ere on our v.ay v.est. Maybe,
California, HuH?
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New Mexico A & 1V1A

November 5th to March 20th

lifter heading north and west for two and a half days
we wowll.d up ati. Albuquerque, l~ew Mexico. Vie were tolct. we rad to
wait for twelve hours around there till a train.would take us
the rest of the way. Our trai'n corrr-nana.er told us to look the
town over and be back in twelve hours.
I had been in ,A.lbuguerque
before anc.1 I re:-nembered it pretty well. We had dinne,r in its
quaint Spanish sil.yled raill'oaa depot. Viie were all back to the
train in time for it to take us to our destination. The next m.01°ning
we got·off in a little onewhorse town call Mesilla Park. We were
a pretty disgusted lot. Some guys go to New York, some to Philadelphia, but where uo.we wind up? This little joint,:,! It was still
dark in the mol"'ning when we got off of that train and walked about
a mile to the coL1.ege campus and our futur,e homes. We .fell into
bed when we got to our rooms. When we wo.ke up after the sun had
been up hours alreauy, we look.ad over• the place and saw it wasn't
as bad as we hau. thought. True it was nowhere near a large cittI,
but t.ben we were tlle-re to st UCi y, not monkey -around. 'l'he ca.mp us is
a very pretty one aa some of tho pictures show.
O·i.lr ;ness hall was r.un by civilians who got paid by the
govern:nent. ':Je could have all we wanted to a.at. We could also haveall tn.1 milk we wanteu to drink--·-and. you can bet we took advantage
of that. i~ll the time we VH.:}1•e in 'l'exe.s we got very little milk.
butter began to appear on the tables too. Besides that we had cute
little Spanish girls to wait on our tables. However, tmt didn '·t
last long, because the GI I s started to flirt with them. The f'airskinneu. Spaniards were laiJ. off and a mixture of .Mexican and Indian
girls took their places. That didn't la.st to long either, be ca.use.
even som,e of the i'liexican girls are pretty! What did they hire next'?
Negro ·girls ! They were safe, and they worked there till we left the
college. Vie no longer had to st.and in a show~r and wash our own
clothes like we had to in Texas. Instead they issued us more clothes,
and our laundry was sent to Port Bliss to be cleaned, It was practicaLLy like civilian life a.gain. vle had no KP or guard. All we had
to (.i.O was kef'p our' Dooms clean~ That was fair enough.
Our J.ay began at 6 o I clock, w:nen we fell out for re ville.
Then all we hau to cto was walk next door·,when we lived in McPie
Hall, to tne mess hall to eat our breakfast. After breakfast we
cleanell up our romms and. ;naae our beds till time to fall out> for
our 8 AM class. Classes went on till noon, then dinner and. a. "Siesta"
till 1 :30. Classes then went on till five-t.iht~t.Yli After supper
we could do wha~evur we wanted to till 7 PM, then we had ·to study
.till 1-0 p;·A. Lights went out at 10:30. Next day the sa.me routine
began. And so on tl":1rough the week. Saturday '!'le only had classes till
noon. 7te tne_n would take off for LasCruces, a town two miles away,
or else head. for El Paso or Juarez, Mexico. by the time that Saturday
noon came we-were ready for a vacation!
Our officers had nothir:g· to do but give us military classes

~ few t~mes a_week. Their.favorite Pastime was having their daily

1nspe~tion whil~ we w~re in school. Inste~d of all of us cleaning
pp the room we nau one of' the four of u~ ao it everv da". Then whoever' we,s the room oraerly was responsible for whatever the · orricer
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found ~rong. We'd get gigged for having oranges in our dresser
dra~ers and such detailed things as that.
Guys ~ould get gigged
for putting cigarette butts under the ~aste basket if they didn't
have time to empty the ash tray. We'd come back from our
Saturday classes and see a notice on the bulletin board that
~e ~er~ restricted until further notice. we never had to \\orry
though. By the time ~e finished dinner the notice \\ould be off
the board. Our officer ~ould al~ays have a change of heart. He
did like to scare us though.
The months of November and December brought about many football
games ~ith other colleges and nearby army teams. Saturday afternoon
~e al~ays had a game on our college field. After the game ~e'd
have a dance in the gym. The seventycoeds in the college ~-:;i '.;'.:J· 't
did not allo\\ for each of us to have a girl. That didn't matter.
After football season basketbali started. The dances still continued.
Ho~ever·, ~ i th all the entertainment the girls tried to offer they
still ~eren't happy • . The men ~ould still rather go out together on
their one night off - Saturday. The girls complained that the
rules ~ere to strict around the campus· and that our major should
turn us loose for a change. We ~ere then allo~ed to visit the
girl's dorm; but that didn't even \\Ork out. The guys still ~ent out
together in groups -- \\ithout he girls.
I ~ent to a youn~ people's party one Sunday afternoon at one of
the churches.
I ~ot to the party a little late, and there ~as
one girl left over. She ~asn't so bad so \\e got into the games
that \\ere going on. ~he introduced herself, and I asked her if
she ~as any relation to to the math professor at school. She
said he ~as her father. ·I took h~r to the company's Ne~ Years
Eve party. My math mark ~as pretty good. Ho~ever, I never took
her out after that and my mark dropped considerably. I don't
kno~ if there \\as~a reason fait.
I spent most of m~ \\eekends do~n at El;Paso; about forty miles
south of the college. El Paso itself didn 1 t have very much in
it to do. Fort Bliss ~as on the outskirts of it and the city
~as al~ays cro\\ded by the soldiers from there. We used to go into
Juarez, Mexico to look around. We had more fun buying the
Mexican things after knocking do\\n their prices. As soon as you
cross the Rio Grande River you can tell you are out of the United
States. Juarez is a typical border to\\n that thrives on tourist
trade. A streetcar runs bet~een the cities of El Paso and
Juarez. They are right across the river from each other. All
money has to be changed into silver dollars or paper t~o dollar
bills before entering Mexico. Bills of high.er denomination may
be counterfiet and the Mexican takes to much of a chance on that
being the case. Juarez is a iild to\\n~ Every S~nday afternoon
they have bullfights in the arena. We al~a~had to be back in
school by 7 o'clock so I could never stay .in Juarez that long to
see the fights: One of the many strange sights on the streetcar
is the Mexican crossing the border into El Paso to buy a broom,
and the ·American crossing into Juarez to do the same thing. Each
thinks he's getting the bargain.
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In February a measle epidemic broke out.
we v.ere all quarantined
for tv.o v.eeks until v.e got over it. That v.as really tough
staying in those tv.o v.eekends. ·we piAyed basketball, football,
and baseball to pass the time. One thing I could never figure
out v.as· hov. the officers v.ere immune to the disease. All of us school
boys v.ere quarantined but the officers v.ent out every night.
They must have gotten a special measle shot.
I don't think v.e
ever got such a ~hot a~ong the many v.e did receive.
Along about the end of February the rumors started to fly that
the ASTP program v.as going to close because there v.ere so many
casualties in the v.ar to our men in the combat units. We v.ould
be needed in the fighting areas~ The 20th of Februart v.e
found out that v.as true. It v.as a month later that v.e v.ere shipped
out to fighting. units.
This time v.e had v.ord that v.e v.ere
going to Texas to jqin·~ _the 12th Armored Division.
We ~ere on our
v.ay ba6k to Texas. When v.e. found out the ASTP program \\as ending \\.e all signed up to
.try to get into the air force.
On the Saturday v.e \\ere to take
the air force test a notice v.ent·up on the bulletin board that
the bus \\OUld not be there to pick us up for the test ••• the
fighting forces needed more men; not the air force.
The engineering ASTP program v.outd allo\\ for an engineering degree
in 18 months. The first nine months v.ere general engineering
courses. The last nine months v.ere the engineering specialty.
The schooling v.as based on the quarter system v.ith a nev. course
of study every 12 v.eeks ••• three quarters making_ up 9 months.
Each six v.eeks tiire class v.as cut in half.
The progam ended v.hen
Iv.as in the last half of the second quarter. The class had been
cut 3 times. I don't knov. hov. far I could have gone until being
cut or if I could have become an~engineer
in . 18 months. ·
.
During my stay in Nev. Mexico I had been lucky enough to get
a v.eek's furlough betv.een ter~s and r had three days ~f that
at home in Milv.aukee. At least I had a \\arm v.inter in the South.
I v.ould have rather been closer to home ••• And nov. back to Texas.
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· March 21st to September 5th

Camp Barkely, Texas

The 12th Ar·,noreli Di vision was finishing up its training
nere at Ca:np barkely. The ,:1ectics we1·e also in training at this
camp. As is the policy in the army, every time we moved we were
interviewwd to see what V'le ·wanted to ao . We got ir..to the camp
about 6 o'clock at night, nau. our supper, got a physical exam,
were int~rviewea, and in the barracks where we were to stay for
the night by ~ c 'clock. 'l'hat was pret<v i'ast. You can see that
all of it was just routing. ·1a1eri I was int·erviewed the of'ficer
askeu if I wanteu to g0t bc.,.ck .into the i.n.fantry. I told hi:mt no.
I didn't want the medics either, I wasn't tall enough for the
field artilJ.ary, so he s&.id the1•e. is only one thh1g left for· me--tanks. I.didn't like tlIB idea of going into them either. After ·
spenJ.i'ng those mont.i:1s in Camp Eooa., the tank destroyer centi::-:.r ,I
bad seen .how ee.sy it was to knock a tank out,. Anyway~ the tanks
were• better than the infantry so thil t is where I went.
We spendl. about two weeks just drilling and catching up
on things we ha't.:J. i'orgotten since our basic training. We had to
fire almost every gun th:·~t we hadn't fired :tJEJfore •. In this c.amp
we h~d to be experts in· almost. ev,;rything we fired, beeause we
haci. to be able t·o take care of ourselbes when we gqt oversea.s,
TN hen that perioo. of tPainin~ ended we vrere sent to o ill'
regular coinpanies. I was. &,ssigned. to C II co::1pany o.f the 7i:Uih
tank batallion. There weroe thirteen of us new fellows assigned
to it. Fi.ight oi3f' the bat we hit KP and guard duty. The.men in
the company knew we were former school boys and. decided to give
us al.l ·the o.etails. It t,ook quite some time till they sof'tened
up· a.nu. 1°eally accepted us as a part of the company.

This out.fit was altogether different thah what we had·
haa. in bb.sic training. Jiere the r:.1.en l~·new they wdre going overseas
am1 they were· :11ore like brothers than anything else. When we wer•e
actually taken as a part of the company.we all worked together.
· 'l'he wo1~1r in the tank co,11pany seemed· so eas~r com.pared t·o
wa.at I had learned about the infantry. Ttie cleaned the tanks almost
ev<Jry afterJ1oon. They were spot~less. Tadrn are all ena·11a led white
on the 1.'.¥t1ii'1!,~, and th8.t is wba t keeps e. tank light on the inside~
Anything buy white would make everyt11ing dark. All the time ,day . . .
after day,· we cleaneu the tanks until they coulei.n 't be any cleaner.
Every once e.na. awhile we woulu. go for a ride out to some .firing range
and fire a few rounds of 75 inrn ammunition at so,ne target, and then ·
co,ne back into camp again. Then the next f'.evr d.B.7rs we'd, spenc.r cleaning
the tanks again. I'le did have c_L~sses on map reading and things like
that t·o ket'.,p us in practice. ':ie began having night ·problems a few
times a week. We' ct t.ake the tanks out on a roe.cl march, and maybe.
ride all night. 'l1he tank co;l1:11ana.er and the dri veP were the onlv ons;.~S
in the tank who had to s!,ay awake-. The gunner, assista~t e1r1v~f', anCll.
the assistant gum~er cou.L-i sleep because they had· not}ung to d.o.
As time wore on the· pr·obli::ms began to last for days and nights.
soon we were o·.1t on ma.neuuurs fnr two webks, ana ln camp ror two
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v.eeks. That kept us up until time came for us to get things packed
forv.e v.ould soon leave for either coast to go overseas.
The maneuvers v.ere just like actual nev. problems. We didn't fire
any live ammunition, but v.e had tv.o sides.
Umpires v.ould determine
the outcome v.ere v.e· under actual fighting condit~ons. It all
got to be a game. we began to do things automatically. That's
v.hat is suppo~ed to happen. Everything is supposed to come
natural, so v.hen v.e got overseas into the fighting v.e'd knoV\ v.hat
to do v.ithout having to think about it~
·
One of our final tests before going overseas V\as to "fight" the
13th Armored Division in a camp about six hours from our camp.
We took all of our equipment along.
In the daytime v.e v.e imitated
V\ar against the 13th Armored Division and they against us.
After a fev. long fighting days like this v.e v.ere taken back to
our camp in trucks.· We v.ere told a general v.as coming from
Washington DC to inspect the area .at camp. The barracks, kitchen,
everything had to be spotless to the point paths v.ere made in the
sand.and lined v.ith rocks that had to be v.hitev.ashed. By the time
the sun came up V\e v.ere r~ally tired arid v.hen finished v.e laid on
our bed springs to sleep.
We v.ere immediately av.akened and loaded·
back in the trucks to go back and fight our v.ar v.ith the 13th
~rmored Division • . we,v.ee told later that the·exercise ~as to
see hov. v.e ~ould react if v.e suffered a ~efeat in battle~ •• if our
norale \\ould have broken.
We ~ust have dbne OK since v.e did get
the boat ride to Europe.
~fter a fifteen day furlough at home the end.of August v.e \\ere
just about ·ready to leave Camp Barkely as a unit and go overseas
to fight alongside the other fighting outfits there.
Ile didn't kno\\ \\here. v.e v.ere going;

but v.e figured it ·v.ould be Europe
Jecause that is the only area armored divisions had been sent before.
~e piled into our trains at Camp Barkely that rainy and chilly
:1.afternoon of the 5th of September not kno'Airig v.here v.e V\ere
1eaded or v.hat the outcome V\Ould be~
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1Sherman VI 1943
The A,'4 seri~s of Medium lank wns known itt the Brit;sh
Army as tho Sherman Mk 1 (M4J. Mk II IM4A I I. Mk
Ill IM4A21. Mk IV /M4A31. Mk VII.MM/. Mk VII
/M4A6/. Thero was no M4A5. this b<ing the US

designation for the Ram. manulacturt!d in Canada.

length 19(1 l~in
Width 8h 7in

Heighl 911
Weight 32 tons
Ground clearance t]lin
·crew 5.
Engine Chryslt!r Mulrihank. 5-unit w;1rer-cooled petrel
Cylinders 30
Power 425h,:,

Max spe'ed 26mph over roads
Range

t(XJ mlles
Armament 75mm M3

197 rounds/
2 :r .JO,n Browning MGs
14. 750 rounds/
Armor 25· 76mm

1 Supoort pillar
2 Cal.JOMG
3 Base of gunner·s sel'lt

31 Fuel shu1-olf valve
h;mdles
32 Chrysler Mulribank

eng,ne: r,~ 3i'lt-

(asslstant dnverJ

• M3 75mmgvn

5 ;,-,ina s1.vitches
6 GvrO-st:tbiliser pvmo

34 Fir~ e,aingu,sher

and motor
7 Turret b;,sket
8 75mm gun foot-firing

oedal
9 Power unit

011

sup/Jly

rank
10 Clutch
11 Power unlt o;I cooler

nortle
35 Alr vent
36 Left-hand fut!I tank
F.uel filltr cap
38 Carburerror

39 Auxililtry t1enerator

40 Volute sr,;;,,g
41 Carburettor air cleaner

14 Co·a•ial cal..30 MG

42 Transmi<t.:i:ion oil con/er
43 Fire exr,nguisher

(oval

16 Synchronis;ng rod

44 Barreries

17 Combination mount

45 Barrom soring seat
46 G~ne."'ator
47 Rewrn roller

M34AI
18 Sr1Jbiliser control bo:t

19 lndirecr sighting device

48 Shnlr cavt!f

20 Stab,7iser oil reservoir

49 Drive sproclcer
50 Accelerator·pedal

21 Periscope
Tu"el sear

22

51 Clurch oedal

23 Turret ventilation

52
SJ
54
55

24 Stabiliser
25 Elevati'no trtechamSm
26 Per;sco;e
27 Recoil cylinder

28 Breech ring
29 Body gus•d
30 Turreiring

,:-.._
M

n

12 Traverse drive motor
13 Radiator

15 Gvn cradl•

In this day and age, when our cars feature disc players, commters, portable FA)( machines and telephones, let's look back
or a minute and reflect on what we once thought was the
'height'' of technology - if not luxurious - it was at least effi:ient. Remember, they told us this was the "masterstroke" of
J.S. production, far better than anything the other side had to
;hrow at us.
·
rroo bad the Stateside "experts" couldn't have come along to

cvlinder engines an 11
common shaft
3J E~hausr outlet

Prr,pe/le, !halt
Turrer noor

Steer1ng levers

G~a, shift lever
56 ,D;,4rkino brake lever
'51 Breathe,
58 Power tr ;rr"r, (final drtve

ard brakP. sysreml

see the real match-up. Them vs. us.
But it did have its advantages. Bedroom, bath, study and
rec room, all in one. Marvelous view - always changing~ As a
mobile home it may have lacked a few of the refinements - no
wa~her and dryer - but you can't have everything.
But no TV!
Photo Courtesy of Charlie Wallman! [A-17]

Camp Barkely, Texas to Bar La·Duc, France

Sept 5th to Dec 11th

Our train "ent east and north through the southeastern United
StatE:sand then up through Ne" York City. For most of us it "as
our first time seeing Nev. York. Our train only stopped in
the railroad yard for a short time, and, o·f course, v.e had no
chance to leave it to look around. We dould see the back of our
Statue of Liberty and the Empire State Building from there. As
the train moved on v.e passed throught the tenement district of
Nev. York. wash lines. from v.indov.s are just as pictures shov.
them. The end of the day found us about forty miles north of
Nev. York City at a camp called Camp Shanks. We. left the train
just as "e had gotten on it •••• v.ith everyth~pg on our backs.
From there until ~e got to Englad v.e had to carry everything on
our backs ••• and that amounted to quite a fev. ev.tra pounds of
additional "eight.
At Camp Shanks "e spent abbut three days learning hov. to abandon
a boat if v.e have to~ gbt some more shots in the arm, and took
care of everything essential to enable us to leave the country
in the best possible shape. After our three days v.ere up \e
could get t-i;..elve hour passes·and go to Ne" York City. I
managed to get three of them. I got to see quite a lot of the
city.
I sav. the Statue of Liberty from the front v.hen on its
island, Rockerfeller Center, Empire State Building from the top,
and Central Park. The Stage Door Canteen ,;..as one of the stops
on the night pass.
I sav. all I ,;..anted to v.hen the passes v.ire
cancelled and v.e left on the train once more to take the bigger
trip across the ocean.
The train took us to Nev. York City once more. From v.here v.e got
off at the end of the line an=d got on a ferry. that cross~s the
river. The ferry headed for the largest ship in dock •• could
have been the QQeen Mary or Queen Elizabeth fbr all I kriov.;
but the ferry turned before v.e got there and all 6ur hopes for
the bi~ ship dropped. We."ound up on a little ship that leter
v.e found out bobbed around like a cork ••• called the Marine Raven.
Our company had guard duty all across the ocean. It v.asn't the
detail of v.atching the men; but, instead, v.e had to v.atch for
submarines. Almost ev.ery /E9£9P§8J!ie job it had to do. Otirs "as
the best, because "e could go anyv.here on the ship. The ship
pulled out of the dock and sailed dov.n the river v.ith all of
us belov. deck about a diy later. We had to be inside so enemy
agents v.ouldn't kno" the ship had troops on it.
Miles out to sea v.e came.on top to take our last look for a long
time at the United States v.e v.ere leaving behind. You all have
heard that the soldier v.as dov.n in spirits v.hen he left the
country, but that isn't the case. With a group of men all
receiving the same fate, v.e all looked to the future as to "hat
,;..ould happen next. No one v.as sad.
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The guard shifts v.ere four hours long v.ith three men dividing
the tv.o posts they had to v.atch. We each had to pull tv.o hours
and forty mitiutes each. The first fev. days v.eren't bad at all
on·the ocean; but about the third day v.e beg~n to feel it. The
mess hall v.asn't attended by everyone anymore. I didn't get seasick,
but, my stomach v.as insisting on the idea and my mind v.as saying no.
It v.as a continual fight betv.een the tv.o of them. My mind v.on out.
Life aboard the ship v.as very dull~ We'd get up early in the
moining and go outside on deck. Records v.ould be played from
sun up till sun dov.n. Most of them v.ere transcribed programs from
the States. We got to knov. v.ha·t v.as coming next v.hen they "t\ould
play a record. We heard them so often. The days "t\ere nice th.at
time of year and "t\e had.the sun v.ith us almost every day. Sle~p,
eat, bask in the sun v.hile listening to records or pla~ cards is
all that v.e had to-do. There v.ere piles of magazines for us too ••
About ten days out v.e heard there v.ere enemy submarines in the
area. Because it v.as our job t6 look for them v.e had to/~!tra
v.ide av.ake. The time this v.as happening Iv.as _on the guardpost
at the immediate front of the ship. ·rt v.as quite a sight to be·
v. ay up there as v.el'l as. quite a feeling. The ship v. quld go up and
do~n, up and dov.n. I didn't 1et sick. About noon of that day our
destroyer escorts left their positions and the convoy v.as split
up from the othe;r- ships ••• each on its ·ov.n. · But by ~vening the
destroyers v.ere back and the ships v.ere in formation again~We
never. heard if there had.been any trouble. There v.ciuld be no~
smoking on deck at night. The match light-up v.ould look like a
torch in the darkness and an enemy submarine v.ould see it.
Presi~ent Roosevelt died v.bjle v.e v.~re in the middle of the ocean,
and, v.e heard vice-president Harry Truman became oui nev. president.
About thirteen days av.ay from the States "fAe sighted land v.h~ri v.~
v.ent on deck in the morning. We kne"t\ i t v.as England because :by
that time the nev.s ·"t\as out that that is v.here v.e v.ere headed; The
sun v.as shining brightly on the yellov. cliffs· not real far av.ay.
That \\as the first land v.e had seen in days and it really looked
good. We kept going along the coast that Saturday and Sunday and
v.e finally had land on both sides of the ship.We all pulled out
our little mapsthat gave.us information about the people v.e v.ould
meet in England. We v.ere heade·d for Southhampton 'sharbor, a
port on the southern coast •• The land on the right v.as theisland
of Wight.
We stayed in the harbor the rest of the night. We debarked,and
~ent to a railroad depot to load on trains. American Red Cross
girls v.ere there v.ith coffee and doughnuts, v.hich tasted pretty
good. The Red, Cross gave us coffee and doughnuts v.hen leaving
Nev. York also.
Once on trains v.e raced through England v.ih v.histles blov.ing as
though v.~ couldn't get v.here v.e v.ere going quick enough. The trains
v. ere like those 'in the movies v. i th individual little rooms. The
v.indov.s v.ere blacked out so v.e couldn't see out or anyone in. About
tv.o hours before daybreak v.e got out of the train and v.alked a
short distance to a camp v.here v.e ate breakfast. Then on to buses
and v.e v.ere on the move ·once
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more. T·he busses were lo&.deu dov1n so heavily that scme times we
ru.ti.l t.o, get o:.it ano. walk up the hills otherwise the busi::,es wouldn't
have n1ac.i.e it. Vfl'1en we got out of them we we::· e only about tv1enty
:niles f'ro:r1 So utha;npton whepe. we had started. They were jUfJt trying
to focib the enemy as to where r:e we Pe going, We ·,:re:re all pretty
t irec... so at this camp we were toL, we could sleep. We moved into
huts and slept on the cots that wi:::re there. Vie ,_i..;.un 1 t notice wewere at an airport till we got out of' bed late tae.t afternoon.
The airport was used for a bomber be.Ge by the· British, and there
were also some glctder planes thei•e. The scars. f:rom D-Day were
still on them. I;e only stayea there two ua~rs and then off to another ..
camp we went.
The next one was loca tod. near> Tidsworth, P-:nglc.nCL. It was
large ana we liv1:1u in la:c~ge b·i.1ila.ings ti::i.0re. Ea.ch platoon had its
large room and we all se:p to work fi~ing it up. We went. all over the
rest of the camp digging up tables, .chairs, am:l. anything else that
woulu ,na ke the room better. The fact that one of our boys brought .
bt::ck the colonol 's 8·et of chairs and mis large table had us on the
spot for awhile. V'Jhen r1ews got around th~-.t tlle colonel was loo}:ing
for it w.e set it ocl,siu0 in front of another company's building so
the blame would go -bo the;n. We never hearci a,nother WOI'd about it.

Vle got our• tanks at this camp. They were filled with grease
and the preservative they use..L in the ~t&.tes to send them over the
ocean to .keep them from r:..tsting. It took al:".1ost a weok to clean them
up'.
After they Wel"u clee.neu. and r8aliy to rr.o into action passes
to vapious parts o,f -Englar.1(1 were given ·out. I sper:t two days in
Lonuon. looking over the·. sights, as we 11 as getting the chance to
see Wincn0s~er>, Andover, Oxfop....i., Sali~bur;t, and Bath, I saw everyt.c1ir:.g l wante.J. to see except SheakeGpeare !s ho\-ne and· tho 1:iindsor
castle before:: we left.

.
:;;e testeu the tan1s e:uns on the coast, ana. wer•e then ready
to leave England fo1• France and tbe enemy. LSTs carried us across
the channel, up t:r.e Seine Eive.r past La·Havre to Rouen. v-;e drove
the tanks fr•om there to Auffey, France, e.nd then sta7-red there to
await further or•uers.
AG usual we hau. to clean the tan:\ s i.lpon arriving at 11.uffey,
We he.u re.in, fi,.in, an.J ;nore rain. barrn; wei-•e our ho1:1e s, and we slept
on straw it:. them, v;e haJ, our Thanlrngi.ving dinnbr at that place.
That uay was as rainy as co'J.~u. be. Alreauy we had ankle deep mua. .
We had turkey with all tm trimmings, bu.t water filled the- mess kits·
before we could eab itBall. ~e woul~ have ~alked back to our barns,
but tnt:y were to far avray •. '!Je haa ten gi,tllons of cider too, so the
men were all pretty happy in spite of the rain.

The oraer f inalJ.y came for> us to move up to fight. We drove
the tanks across France for about tw~nty hour8 a ~av. Onij would think
the war was going to be over Ilefore we could get there unless we
hurJ"'iect. Three days a.net we were at Bar La Due, v1here we sat. down to
clean the t&,nks once more· anu wait for furtrier o:rdel"R _ 'T1hA-n- e-i •
0
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

TO MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY EXPEDITIONARY
FORCES:.

You are a soldier of the United States _Army.
You have embarked for distant places where
the war is being fought.
Upon the outcome depends the freedom of your
lives: the freedom of the lives of those you love--your fellow-oitizens~yo~r people.
Never were ths ene~ies of freedom more
tyrannical, more arrogant, more brutal.
Yours is a God-fearing, proud, courageous
people, which, throughout its history, has put.its
.freedom under God before all other purposes.
We who stay at· home have our duties to
perform~uties owed .in many parts· to you. You will
be supported by the whole force and power Of this
Nation. The victory you win will be a victory of all
the pa~~le~common to them all.
You be~~ with you the hope, the confidence,
the gratitude and the prayers of your family, your
fellow-citizens, and your Pr6~ident~

Eeceived on_hoa.:i:"-C.-tl'le-:--Nia-r1:'-n-e,-P.•.,aven wh i 1 e er o s sing
·
the ocean.

~~~~~~~~----'-~~~

THE FIGHTING WAR FOR ME BEGINS
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Beteweiler

December 11th-25th

We left the French barracks at Bar La Due for our
first battle----to crack the Siegfried 11.ne. That was quite
an assignment for a green outfit. We had neveP seen a capt ur0J. Ge:cman let alone one that was still able t·o fight.
No one knew what to expect----but we all expected the worst.
Wl1en we got up to dangerous territory we got into
line formation and used the tactical ideas we all had learned
back in tbe States during training. The weather was sunny
and warm, and the snow had melted leaving the fields green
and sof't. We headed toward Beteweiler, the last French town
before hitting German soil.
·

To r.ne it secimed vve were having a ary run (a p1•oblem vrhere no ain111unition is used). We crossed field after
field. and. not a shot did we fire nor _did any enemy fire.
Every once and a.Nhile someone woulu. call the captain on the
radio and point out a. target. The captain would always say it
was probably so-and.-so on our right and not a.n enemy. No one
fired at us so he must ha.·ve been right. I thought it was just
a practice problem and the eapta:l.n was the only one who knew
. it. We could come 'up to a pi-11-box and shoot a few rounds of
armor-piercing armno into it, but not a thing ever came out.

We finally approached Betewwiler after two days of
moving through the Siegfried line·. Orders were to take the
town, so off we went in line formation across the field
toward it. v~·e ~pr9..yed e-ve:y nearby bush tha·t might contain
a Ge2n1S.n, and fire,C4every big gun at every· church steeple and
fr·,use that might have had an ene:ny in it. Still there was no
opposition. By ausk we were about 300 yards from our objective. A section of tanks took off ·to t:by to c1.,oss the creek between us and town. The section was~ being covered by t·he rest
of us; They got stuck in the creek. Other tanks tried to cross
in other places---a.11 got stuck. I was in one that did. The
remaining tanks had to pull us out. If the Germans had been
there every tank would have been lost. Stuck, we were helpless.
Th~se not stuck would have stayed with us to fight-back:
That night, after we were all pulled out we moved into
position to guard ourselves in case of' a German counter-attack.
Engineers came up to build. a b1•idge across th8 creek. When it
was completely dark---the only light coming from the -fires we
had started during the l.iay---a mortar barrage hit us. M:ortar
sbe lls fell around ana. among us. About every half hour a new
barr!:ige would start. It wasn't safe to get out of the tank.
Mortar after mortar came in all night---we ha.cit a man on guard
in every tank turret• Next inoPning. we found that a mort~r shell
had come .in Sgt. White's tank through a half open tu1•ret batch.
· It happened while two men of the crew were changing guard. White
and. Blackard wer.e---killeu., two others wer•e badly injured., and the
fifth was sl1S.ken up quite a bit. Those were our first· casulties.
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Tba t afternoon we moved into town across the now built
bridge. Just an occasional sniper's bullet whizzed through the
air. Otherwise there was no opposition •.The snipers were soon
rounded up and sent to the rear as prisoners. The tanks moved
into outpost positions overlooking tlle surrounding fields to
guard against any counter-attack. Our crew parked. next to a. barn;
faced out' gun towa:od the open fields below us, then a few of us
went inside to find. a place to slee.p. We found a room partly
filleu with beets, piled straw on top of them, and got set for
the night. Two men stayed with the tank at all times---one on
guard and the other asleep, Mortar shells came in all night long.
Bet:V'ieen shells our ammunition trucks brought up arrm10 so we could
fill up our empty racks. It was a dangerous job for those truck
drivers as· well· as for those of us who carried the am.rno from the
truck~ to the tanks, wl:ien any momment a she 11 might fall on us.
Next morning three fellow$ from a cavalry outfib attached
to op.r division moved ·in with us. They had a stove ahd a radio
that they hooked up to their half-track battery. :Ne hooked up a
light to ours. There were many chickens walking around when we
first came; they didn't walk long! We fried chicken on the stove
three times a. a.ay. Eleven geese wer>e walking· in a row one day.
Next morning only ·three were able to qua.ck! When our mess truck
came to town the cooks couldn't figure out why the company'· didn't
eat. Chicken anc~ goose was better than anything our cooks could
fix us. Yep, chicken three times a day, a radio playing music
fro~ Lonaon, plenty of heat on those cold winter days, and electricity for our electric light at night. ·Who said there is a war
on?
After five days·we mo1Zed· closer t.o Germany leaving Beteweiler behind. We lined up behind a fence to await an expected
German atrb.ack. We w·.sre covered with our tank camaflouge nets.
The attack came sooner than we expected and we had to move out
ana. leave the nets behind. We soon pushed the krauts back into
·their fatherland and took up position on a high hill looking
into Germany. Vie sat there till the morning of the 24th waiting
for a counter-·attack. Non came.
The. morning of the 24th we moved back a few miles behind the front lines and set up for indirect firing (like field
artillary---guns can't see the tafget). The laison plane would
give us a target ana we'd knock it out. This went on all day.
At midnight of Christ:nas Eve every artillary and tank
gun. on the front opened up. Tbey each fired three rounds of
ammunition at targets. the guns had previously been laid on. Our
tank gun was among the many guns. That was America's Christmas
present to Hitler and his people • • I wrote on one of the shells
"Mer:ey Christmai;, from the crriw oft C-2 11 • 7!e all signed out' names
ano. sent it on its way. The 10-2' meant the crew from the second
tank in C company.
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Christmas afternoon tbe counter-attack we had. expected
finally came. German troops were massed on tbe roads in their
still held ter1~itory just waiting for their orders to attack us.
Our le.ison plane spotted them and gave us their location. Shell
after· shell was fired there in a h1:l,!'ry. We broke up the attack
just in time. The enemy had intended on giving us a surprise
Christmas present. They got the surprise instead!
Christmas night we were relieved and sent. back fqr a
two week rest. Our fir•st battle was over, and. we had a Christmas dinner wit_h all the tPim.rnings to get.
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Hirshland and Mulcy

December 26th-January 6th

We left the front late Christmas night.
The tank develo~ed
engine trouble on the ,;,.ay back to Hirshland, the tov.n ,;,.here "e
,;,.ere to have our rest. we had to ,;,.ai£ along the road until our
company maintainance section came to fix us up.
About 6AM ,;,.e pulled into Hirshland.
Everyone ,;,.as asleep in houses
except the guards.
It ,;,.as a cold morning and a Frenchman ~ame out
to invite us in to get ,;,.arm. We vent in~ Slutsky, our gunner, could
talk French, so ,;,.e got along OK.
we got our coffee out of the tank
and had the v.oman of the house make some. They hadn't seen coffee for
months - or maybe years.
She only put a little bit in hot v.ater.
When Slutsky poured the coffee iri, the old lady thought ,;,.e ,;,.ere
,;,.asting it. We offered them· some, and at first they "ouldn't accept
the treat. They finally consented to drink a cup v.ith us. We spent
the rest of the day ,;,.ashing and Shaving~ v.riting letters home, and
talking. The elderly couple had a son in the German army fighting
on the Russian front~· He had been forced into the ~erman army, ,;,.hen
the Germans retreated through their tov.n.
We.made this our home and they "ere· gl~d to have us.
We brought
our meals back from the kitchen truck and ate in the ,;,.arm and simpl~
dining room of that humble Alsation h.qme.
There "as alv.ays "ine
on the table for us, but I didn't like it. I ,;,.ould not drink the
poured glass full until I ,;,.as ready to go outsic:i-e., because a halffilled glass· ,;,.ould immediately be filled by the .man of the house.
They soon caught on to my system of drinking little·and began to call
me the 11 klina-kin" •• meaning little one ••
We brought our late Christmas dinner back from the mess truck and
ate it in style in that dining room. I think v.e ,;,.ere the only ones
,;,.ho ate our dinner at, a tabl~. The rest of the ~ompany ate in
vacated houses ·that had suffered from the v. ar. :we had turkey and
all the trimrnings ••• so did our hosts.
At night three of the five of us ,;,.ould be on guard. The other
tv.o v.ould get the featherbed upstairs. It ,;,.as so hot in that bed
that the perspiration actually rolled off dur~ng the'night.
Each
night the old man ,;,.ould bring a bed ,;,.armer - a round heated stone,
and put i t at our feet.
The ~hree men on guard slept on feather
ticks on the floor dov.nstairs •. They could easily be av.akened for
guard. It ,;,.as soft there too. The feather bed v.as the first
bed I had slept in since I left home on my furlough the August
before.
I had it ONE night.
We couldn't leave the house for breakfast in the morning until v.e
had our cup of ,;,.arm milk ••• Although, I don't like ,;,.arm milk it
did start the cold days off right.
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At their insistance ~e skipped our mess truck lunch and had
lunch ~ith them. Potato soup, fried potatos, and bro~n bread
~ith home made butter made up the meal.It seems potatoes are
.the oniy food they had to eat. It "as nice of them to share the
little they had "ith us. We had given them some hard candy
that "e received "ith our Christmas meal. You have no idea ho"
happy they ~ere to receive it. They acted like t"o little kids.
One afternoon "e held a memorial service for those "ho had been
killed in our first action.
After five days "e "ent to Mulcy - ~e moved the very day "e
~ere to have our clothes "ashed by the old 'lady.
Mulcy "as a French ghost to~n that had seen the-"ar. We slept
in rooms of vacated house~. There "as only one davenport in
our room. I got it •• The rest of our c~e" slept on stra" on
the floor.
We spent the days cleaning the tanks and cleaning our clothes
and ourselves. At night ~e "rote letters and talked. Our
electric light "~s a hook-up from our tank. We put a stove in
every room. You could al"ays tell "here a GI lived; there
~as a stove pipe sticking out of a ~indo" "ith its elbo" curved
up"ard and more pipe going to the rooftop.
Ne" Years Eve ~as perfect •••• as far as "eather goes. A thin
sheet ofice covered the ground and a full moon really made it
shine. The dark ghost to"n really stood out among the bare fields
that night. Inside, "e "ere "arm; thanks to our stoves. I "as
asleep by midnight. That ~as the first year since I "as a small
boy that I ended the year asleep. We had our Ne~ Years dinner
that afternoon because "e expected to move back·to the front at
any time. The orders came and everything "as thro"n into the.
tank in a hurry. In less than an hour "e ~ere on the road once
again ••• on our "ay to the next battle "ith the Germans.
In late December "hen in reserve some of us had a chance to go
to Nancy, France ~or a rest period. The United states had just
about taken the "hole to~n over. We had as much to eat as "e
~anted; movies to attend "ithcurrent US films, a place to sleep
at night. The to"n "as filled "ith soldiers taking a break
from the ~ar. When the group I ~as in "ent to the movies ~e
each bought cRloaf of German rye bread and sat in the movie
and ate it ••• no butter.
It ~as surely good. The next day "e
"ent back to "ar •• The only cost to us "as the bread •• everything
else ~as free.

28

January 6th-18th

Herrlisheim

We left Mulcy, France Saturday night about midnight to
go back to the front. We moved all night· and at daylight we
stopped at a small town to get a little sleep. After looking
the town over and cooking our 11 C II ration on the little tank stove
we got :oee.dy to move into our sleeping quarters for the day.
We were giDfu.bg to· bed when these French peopl'e were going to
church.that Sunday morning. We slept on hay in banns. It
was soft; a lot better than som8 places we had slept. The only
men awake were the guards--""'.t.wo per platoon for arl hour at a
time. At the end of the hour the guards would wake up the next
two men and then they would go back to sleep. Our chow truck bad i-+e.
mess at 4 o'clock. Mess is right---it was stew! That night we moved ~
out again, but not before we had mail call. Quite a few bags of mai 1
had come in, and I had four packages in the lot.
Next morning we wer•e near oun objective. Orders were .t,o
· take Her.r>lisheim, the town after it, and push our way to the lRhine
River---driving ,.the Germans across it. 'u'Ie moved into position on
the large field covered with snow and faced our first objective--Herrlisheim .• The ftield was. .flat, something like the terrain we
have around' here. With ·the snow covered. trees and bushes the scene
was a very:.:,pretty one. In among all this beauty, though, we had
to fight. We approached the town in t>he tactical formation---each
section moving by leaps and bounds, covering the otl·.;.er as it .went.
A Ger-man command car passed. dm our left flank, but no one hit it .
The Germans. then knew we were there. We came to a halt lbn line
formation about 800 y&.rd.s fr>O·"t the edge of town, and just waited
to see ·wb.a. t:: wculd. happen. Nothing a.id except for a few sndlper
bullets whizzing a.round our heads once and awhile. ·Near. 6 o'clock
about thirty German soldiers marched outof' Her·rllilsheim to surrena.er.
Their budd.ie s saw they weren· 1 t gett j_ng shot so they came out one
by one too, By night fall we had more than fifty prisoners. One.
was a woman in uniform! Many ir' the prisoners had white coats so
they could blend in with the snow.
We stayed in that position all night, and pulled guard as we
alwa:rs did-_--one man in everiy tank turPet. 'Ne had infantry with us
to outpost the tanks. Nothing happened that night.
·rhings were quiet the next a.ay too--we wot1la shoot at the
enemy as lle stood along the tree line 800 yards awa~r. Our shooting
and killing some of them did. not break thei:b morale. They still continue
to wa t·ch us.
·
Tbe. 't afternoon we mmvea. around to the right s icte of town
anct faced fut frmm that direction. At dusk we startea. throwing our
75 and 76 mm arn:-nuni tion into the town---not particularlly firing
at known targets because we knew of no enemy gun positions. We
just shot at places that might be probable pla.ces for enemy guns.
We set the town crf fire with the exploding shells and it burned
far into the night.
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Late the.t night we were releived tb go back to Oberhoffen
(already in our hands) to get a little Pest. A II company stayed
. on guard with the infantry. We· got billits in Oberhoffen e.nd went
to sleep. Course, We did have guards in the tanks. The house I
stayed at was the home of a won1a.n, . her daughter, and son• OI?,e son
had been taken into the German e.rn¥ as the Gemme.ns retreat~d.
She was not very hospitable dile th that fact. She was afraid we
might kill her son.

0

Next morning we went back to the field again. We stayed there
al} day just shooting at an ecce.sional German who might g~t to
bold and stand alcimg that tree line. Nothing much happened all day
so· we w·ent back to Oberhoffen and. our billi ts that night. The
Alsatians asked, "Have you pushed the Germans across the Rhine
yet ? 11 All we· could answer was, 11 'Nd, not yet. 11 Every day we mo~ed
to the fie;l.d; every night we went back to Oberhoffen; every night
the people asked the same question, and every night we g~ve them
the same answer. This· went on for almost a week, then orders came.
to ta~e Herrlisheim.
Various pe.tr•ols that had ·gone out d.uring the days .and .
nights· we were in the field beought back information that there
were 1200 enemy troops and a few anti-tank guns in the town. That
was all the information they had collected. We ·11ad. sat along enough
and gotten no where so we had tcb take He1"rlisl1eim in spite of knowing
little about its aefences.
·

The afternoon Wefore the attack wa were in the field as
usual. About d.usk the krauts theew ev;:;rythip.g they had at us. We
shot back, but we cmuldn 't pick up any of theli!r gun positions.
They hacl set t:.heir guns before dark, and at. the proper time they
fired them.
It was to dark for• us to get the right r9-nge t9 their
11 II
guns. B comll)fl)ny, then on our right, decided to· ·nove. Instead of
going behind us, they moved right between us ana. the German gun.s.
That was a mistake. Six of 11 B 11 company's tanks got knocked out in
a row before they could get out of range. Jy complete darkness the firing haa. ceased---non of our. compn&y 's tanks had been hit.
That night we sat in the field to await the ti111e to attack.
At 10 o'clock the infantry was withdrawn to get some sleep before
they would shove off'. We wer-e left to guard the tanks our•selves on
t~t cola. and cloudy January night.
The infantry moved in about 3 o I clock in th0 morning--hours
before any tanks went in. The.y suffered. heavy casulties. So heavy
that thene were only enough men left to stay with the "A 11 . company
tanks. They moved. in before us. One fourth of the town was then
taken: the other tl~oe fourths was still in German hands. We moved
in column down the street as far as "A rt company had gone. We stopped.
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Then, ov~r the radio we heard the tanks ,:>,.t the end of our column getting fired at. We had to move farther into town without
the infantry's support. It was suicide moving without infantry.,
tanks buttoned up, (all hatches c.losed with just the periscopes
for us to see through), e.nd Germans in every house on both sides
of the street. I was in the SECOND tank fro:11 the front. O~e of
our tanks at the end of the column was knocked out so there was
no time to argue---suicide or not. We started in. The s.treet was
a.reed. in the semi-circular fashion. The distance between tanks
w~s so far .that we could see only :t,he end of the tanl':: in front of
us. Two pa.nzerfe.usts (the Gern1e.11. bazooka) ~i\{ere fired at us. The}t
both missed. The next one ct.idn 't, It hit the • 50 Cal. ma.chine gun
and started it on fire. Lt. Dulce, the tank comrnander and the pla. t-oon leader in the tank in frcnt of us, called back over the radio
for us to bail out that we had been hit. I. sho1.1ldn I t, say 11 called"
back at us. I ·should. have said 11 yelled" ! No smo;ke came in the
turret, but we did.n't stick around to find out chf a.ny·would. The
gas tanks are back there. Five men broke all records flor abandoning
a. tank.

Among the five ,--;f us we had two to:mny guns and two steel
helmets. I ca.me out withe. helmet·ansl a flashlight---no gun! By
running and a.rapping to the grot1nd tbe five of us got hack to a
house t'he engineers we1•e usibng as a CP ( com:nand-poSt----place where
the company co,-r1manJ.ers give out their oricters) • We. had bullets from
enemy rifle·s and machine guns fired at us. all the waw back to that he,
house, which was right at the edge of the AmePican held territory.
Now r· know how a ct.uck in a shooting gallery feels! By that time
it was noon. We talked with the engineers and when an artillary
barrage sent by the Germans started we went tcb the basement of the
house. The civilians· wer>e still there---a mother, father, daughter,
· and two small grand.children. Every wittidow in the house had at
lee.st. one guard. The guard either had a rifle or a mach!lme. gun.
We decided we were pretty safe in the basement, and .there was no
neee. · to go farhher back behind the· lines at that time. When the
barrage lifted., Sgt Reed, the tank commander, went out to the nearest tank to have thom rai..1.io the captain we were OK. He got caught
in a barrage of German artilla1~y and. had to stay on tb0 §round for
about half an-.:..hour. When he ca:ne back he brought some ."c rations
with him. Non of' us were hungry and we didn't want to eat the stuff
cold anyway. The day was crisp euen thou.gh it was sunny, and
frozen meat and vegetable stew isn 1t even gOQd. on a hot day!! Reed
and I went upstairs to look around. We were talking to a guard when an
artilla.ry sl1.ell came through the roof and landed on the floor. It ·
didn't go off. If it had you wouldn't be reading this right ncrw?
During the afternoon a Ger.man tried to run off with our tank.
It seems the fire didn't get to the gas tanks and the tank hadn't
blown up. The soldier probably figured on gt.ittin:g a medal if he
could get it to his budd.ies. He never· got to show his p·rize tb the
bovs tllouah. The. tank behind it saw it lJl.O.Ve a.wa,7iLso it pulled u.n
ana. sent a big '15 mm Sl1E?ll into the engine and. t.ut, gas t~nks.
,.
--~he German was :nachine gunned as he ra:n away bef'or•e the tank blew

up,

Without infantry to protect. the tanks they had to wi tharaw
to where tl'..iey could get protection. That was right back to the
house we wope in. After they got into their new position the
officers had a meeting in a house pretty far from tile front to
uiscuss the situation. During the meeting an artillary shell went
through the roof of the ho·,1s\:l and wou!1deu almost every of:f.icer
there. Our captain and andjdther one laid the plans to leave t . he
town that night. My platoon lieutenant was one of the officers
injured. That left the staff-Sgt. in charge mf the platoon.

soon darkness came on, and we went to the base~ent where
a candle was burning. We weren·' t there very long when the engineer
captain called us and told u.s it would be better if we eiidn 't stay
in the cellar. Tbe Germans,)'a.11 the main houses z·eroed- in and at ·
night they -woulci. set them on fire, '?ihen the soldiers ran outse.de
to get out of the fire they would be machine gunned. He. didn't want
us to get caught in a fire,. and figured we could do better upstairs.
should· such a thing b,appen. 'Nhen it got real dark everyone was
pretty tired. So we, t:b..e ones who· weren't guarding, f'.ound a room
with -two beds on the ma in floor. Ten men could only sleep on the
two beds.• Tbe rest of us slept on the floor. Nen G:.t'hus had· blan~ets.,
so we just about .t;roz~. Guards still stayed at every window. When
two"guy"s would·get· out of bed.to go on guard, there would be a mad
scramble to get the two places. Slutsky ahd Reed finally got in.
When they got up for guard, Wright and I got their ple.ee s. T·en
minutes after I got myself din the feather tick orders came to get
ready to move out .·---.;.No sleep there •••••
The engineer captain said we could walk o·ut with his men
.if tfe W:~nted to. We didn't want to wa.lk---a. ta:qk seemed. saf'e:r to
us-.:.-no: artilla.ry can hit you in there. Re,.;;d went out again to the
tanks t·o get us ,1aces to ricie out of town. Lt Dulce's tank{the
first tank) had. been used to evacuate the wounded officers. So there
were onl~ three· of the five tanks left. Each tank corrunander consented
to take an extra man. That sti'll left two ldth·'us to finu.. other tanks.•
Reud, Nright, · ana. I headed out for• the third platoon to get two
mo:be spots. 7iie f,:-;und. the third. platoon, but the Lt. DaFrr:i.nce didn't
want -to put us inside his tanl-r:s. He had 76 mm tanks, and with an
extra me.n on the floor the tanks couldn't be fireu. ·very easily.
Off we went to find the second pla.toon--they had ?5 mm tanks.
We went down the side street to where they were supposed to be.
We oo#ldn 't find them, We walked bac1c to our platoon, and the s/sgt
said we had been on the right roarJ.. y;e started. to walk dowri the
road. a.gain. We uicin 't get far though, because our arti llar"jr bad s·et
that part of town oti fire. That part of town we bad walked .through
almost out of town was still German. We had walked tl'irough the street
once aoo hadn't been sho~ at nor captured •••••• Lucky huh??
.

W~ went back to our,., own ~le-toon .. The. time las drawin,g cihose

when1·1we snould leave town. vie let t Her2lishe,im· witn seven men J.n two
tanks and six in the--ot-:her··.- Vfe were crowded • By midnight all of the

Americans had gone except a fe~ engineers \\ho ~ere left behind
to go ~ith us and blo~ up the only t~o bridges ••• after ~e crossed
them. The sun had softened up the ground and had also melted the
nearby creek. A fe~ of our tanks got stuck, and others had to
pull them out. This all took more time. We just got out of Herrlisheim in time. Behind us ~e heard German Tiger tanks coming on their
~ay to attack us and that part of to~n.As it \\as ~e left the
captain's tank turned over in the creek. The engineers ble\\
the bridges after ~e passed. We moved to theother side of
Oberhoffen to spend ~hat ~as left of the night. Those ~ho
~ere tired slept - I did.
The next day ~e moved back into Oberhoffen. The people \\ere
surprised to see us.
They thought ~e had gone for good. I
kno~ they kne~ ~hat had happened the day before. The rest of the
ere~ and I had to go back to ordnance to dra~ another tank. The
rest of the company moved out to that field in ·the day time and came
back to Oberhoffen at night. After ~atching the to~n the same
as ~e had before time came for us to move back further.That ~as
about nine days after our entering Herrlisheim.
The Battle
of the Bulge had started in the north •. Troops in the units in
the south had to go north to beat it back. That left us \\ithout
enough men to hold allthe territory in American hands. The
Germans began to enlarge their bulge in our area; and due to
lack of men ~e ~ere forced to ~ithdra~ across the bridge
bet~een Oberhoffen and Bisch~eiler~ We ble~ the bridge behind
us. One day at 'Bidsch~eiler and ~e,\\ere relieved by an infantry
division. We ~ent to Eck~ershiim for a rest.
When ~e ~ere last in reserve and not fighting the ~ar ~e
received mail and Christmas packages. Among mine ~as a jar of
green olives my sister had sent.,,along \\ith cookies, etc. We
~ere saving all the Christmas goodies for a·party \\hen next in
reserve. With our knocked out tank ~e lost all -~e had except
~hat ~ e had .on our backs .- no party _;l~_t er. '· ·
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Bruma th and Eckwershiem

January 18th-27th

On the way to Eckwershie,rn we s.toppeci off at Brume.th.
We pulled into that town after midnight. Orders said we'd stay
there for the rest of the night •. Off we went to walj:e up people
and get a place to sleep in their houses. Everyone found a ·
place, and by next afternoon we were all awake and·ready to
go back farther .for a real rest. We stayed. there, how·ever, because it appeared we might be needed at the front again.
During our stay there quite a lot of snow had fallen.
We painted the tanks white so they would blend in with the snow.
A dark green tank really shows up against a white snow.y background. The tanks we13e pain_ted in streaks. rRther than all over.
Prom a a.istana.e the streaks confuse the enemy as to what the
object is.
·
After a few days we headed for EckwePshiem,. becaus.e we
wouldn't be needed. at the front. Eckwershiem is a quaint French
town with houses like the children's story books illustra.te--each one painted pink, blue, or some other bright color; big wooden
beams e.'nd posts run in all directions on the exterior of the houses.
We strung our lights from the tank to the house we were living in.
Another crew livea-with us---that·made ten men for one bed. We
cut caras every might to see who 1 d get it. I was never lucky!
Every hour we'd dash out to the tank a.nd turn on the radio to
get the news fro'm the BBC in London. After that we could hear
Amer"ican jazz being broadcasted from that station.
Every rest period must be broken. up b~r something. The
big }?.oys wei-•en 't -happy unless we were busy. Outposts started this
time~ A tank w.ent to the end. of each road at the edge...__of ,,town._
It had to guard against German patr•ols that .might tr-j to come
through. 1'wo men from each tank had to be on guard at a time.
With five men in a tank and two of them on guard all the time
guara. came aroun..t pretty 1'ast---we ·guarded t\'/o hours and had
three off. Our outpost wasnt so bad because we stayeu in a house
when we weren't supposeli to be on guard. However, .the weather was
extremely coL1 and. in two hours we almost froze to death in spite
of our war•m clothing and a heavy wool blanket wrapped around us. ·
In that p-'::!.rticular house where we slept the three hcurs
we had off there lived a little French girl about seven years old.
I had gotten a can of pop corn that had not heen popped. We decided
t.i:len was tr.16 time to pop it. I got a skillet, threw a little of.
the corn into it, a:li.d put it oft t-he sto/ve to pop. I didn't put a
coven on t,he skilJ:et. Stlre enough-.---pop corn popped all over the
·room. Finally enoue:h had popped and I held the skillet out to the
little girl to take some. She got her hand on a few kernals. when.
some that hadn't poppect----popped. ~he jlimped and after that \Xe.s
afraid of the stuff. She hacl. never seen popcorn oerore, and agter
I convincea her that it was safe, she enjoyed it. It_ y,1as quite a
treat for her.
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That Sunday we had a church servic.e in Eckwers.hiem' s only
protestant church. When we were on the front lines it was impossible
to have anyx services. It was the first time Americans had evor
entered their chm•ch. Because we were still close th the fpont
lines we had to take out tom:ny guns alo.ng. It turhea. out to be
a communion service that was well attended. Picture soldier's
· going to a communion sel"vice with tommy guns strung across their
shoulaers !
. ·
Soon replacements started coming ip for the infantry--we
.h.e.d to train them. Every .day we h-ad a "problem"; we'd capture some

nearby tovvn that haa. all ready b!?ehi:itaken by us. We wouldn't fire.
any ammunition, but the tactical formations, etc., that the new
men would learn helped them greatly after they once got up to the
f:t:ont in real combat. It taught them teamwork. Deer inter6ered with
our problems once and awhiae. We would have liked to use a little
ammunition on them. The deer meat would have tasted a lot better
·than the goat me9:t our cooks were feeding us.
Soon that rest enu.ea. and. pt'!' we went to the front once more.
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January 27th - February 7th

Colmar

We left EckY.ershiem far behi~ on that cold and sunny Saturday
afternoon as Yoe headed for Colmar to help the French.1st army.
EckY-ershiem still had plenty of snoY. on the ground. When ~e got
close to Colmar Yoe could see that there had been plenty of
fighting there already - the Y.Oods Y.ere filled ~ith fox-holes.
On Sunday·morning as ~e p~ssed our l~st ~oods Yoe turned right
and faced the city more than a mile a~ay. We had taken the north
half of the city so ~e moved s~iftly through to the other side.
people ~ere all dressed up and Y.ere goi~g to church for the
first time in monthB .•. or maybe years. They Y.atched the tanks
pass themto fight the ~ar and destroy, ~hile they ~ent on their Y.ay
to church to hear of peaceful things •
. we shot our ~ay through the southern part of Colmar, and stopped
in line formation behind ·a railroad track elevated a fe~ yards
higher than the level ground. The Germans had retreated into
the ~oods- •. and th~re "ere ~oods all over no". Driving the enemy
out of them ~as a job for the infantry. Artillery and mortar
shells fell all around us. We Y.ereri't in a position to see the
enemy guns or locate them. Our platoon ~as picked to move do"n
the road to see "hat ~e could see. I ~as in the number four tank
this time. While ~e ~ere· gettirig set to move a French armored car
·· "ith a 37mm gun on it "ould come out from behind a house onto the
road, shoot a fe~ shells straight do~n the road at the Germans, and
then back up behind th~ house again··before the enemy could shoot
back. The French army "as relieved from the sector not long after
"e got there.
Our tanks moved do~n the road across the bridge. WE had no infantry
"ith us to protect us from the German panzerfausts. Orders came
for us to come back on this side ofithe bridge until "e could get
infantry. If the Germans ble" up the bridge ~hile ~e ~ere
on the other side no one could help us.
Three tanks ~ent back ~n to the railroad track, and left our
tank and S/Sgt Lindquist's tank on the safer side of the bridge.
We had the first position no" •• in the ditch off to the left of
the road right·on this side of the bidge. It ~as not a good
position ~ith no infantry support.· Lirtdquist ~as about 40 yards
behind us. They tried to cross the bridge to go through the
"cods ~hen they got infantry support. The Germans had the
bridge zerod in and every time a soldier tried to cross the bridge
to go through the ~oods the Germans fired a mortar shell and it
"ould land on it. That "ould "ound the soldier. Under our tank
~as the medic- aid station. Some_of our boys succeeded in crossing
but many ~ere killed or ~ounded in trying. Ambulance after
ambulance came up to our tank to take the ~ounded a~ay. We
called for the ambulance over our tank radio. Our men "ho lined
up along the railroad track "ondered ~hat "as going on. The
infantry captain and artillary for~ard observer used our tank also
as a CP,.

36

The forward. observer would get out of our tank, stand
in the road and lndk for targets. He saw a column of German
s.oldiers coming toward us to attack. He ran back to our tank,
callea. his artillary, and tolu trem to fire on that target.
The artillary saiu they couldn't do it, that the ·outfib~on our
right haa. priority on the guns. He explained the whole situat'li.lbn
anu bad a hara time convincing them ft was an emergency. They
finally f'ireu and stopped the attack----priority even on the
front lip.es ••••

The· infantry captain called the colonel and told. him the
situation. The· colonel told him to keep going in spite of the
heavy los.ses. He had to go on. To draw "the enemy's attention
one soldier· borrowed. one of our machine guns · and stood on the
bridge firing it from the hip into the woods ::;o ,his budaies
cou.la. get a. start. A martar shell landed on the br•idge ana.
wouihdea. him in the leg. He still kept on firing. The next
shell tb.a.t lanu.ed put shrapnel in his arm. The medics had to
fore~, him to come back unuer our tank for first aid. .• He was sent
to the hc.s pi tel. He had given his buddies a good start int.a
'the woods· before he had to auit. That solaier was a Lieutenant
when t1J e war ended/
·
·

Ev dus.k the woods wasn't taken and. ther•e w.er>e only 70
men left in· that infantry. compafry that originally had 25G. Two
of .our tanks ca.me up, cros se.a the bricige and moved. limto the
wooas to help. The trees were to thick for the. tanks to maneuver.
They bad to get oun. The infantry captain ordered his men to
. withdraw along trrn road and dig in. Mortars ana. a.rtilla:try ·
continued. to hit the. bridge, and would just miss us. Vie were·
so close t,o it that smot(e from tbe expl'oding shells would. seep
into the tank from outside. A miss on the bridge and a hit on
tbe tank w_Quld have killed us. Howeve:r, no hit on our tank !
All night we called for ambulances to carry out the
· woundea.. Our raaio receiver• went t1ead; we co·,1ld onlv transmit.
Lindquist's tank could onl V recei ve--.:..his transmitter was .d.liiad.
Every time we sent for an ambulance we b.a.d to run back to the
other tank to see if our message got through.
.
-

.

u

About midnight a fresh infantry company was brought up
to relieve what was left of the other one. We wepe also withd:hawn. "Nbhwver, 'i1ot for a rest !

With little sleep· we moved back into Calmar, got lined
up, en:1 moved out the ·Other sia.e
daylight. That <1ay. started
the dri verj south to connect up w.ith the French army coming up
from Mulhouse. We t1~aveled aown the ,highway ahout 15 rriiles per
hour. This t-ime combat com.maned 11A 11 led.:.---we, in ''cc B 11 just
went along for the ride. The highwi:;.y ha<j. plenty of knocked out
vehi.cles---both ours and. the enemy s • '.Pl~hly or prisoners passed.
us on their wa,r back to a PVi cage. This was thE:J first time our ·
armor~a. q.ivision Lad. been used as an arniored division should be
used. ·tiifa.ntry cleared the towns as we went along.
.

at
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When we met t11e French we had cut the Herman pocket
in ha.lit!. The enemy was in the mountains on our right, and on
our left inthe town and. fields all t.he way to the Rhine River.
I never sa.w so many American soldiers in one place so fast
after that highway had been taken.Some outfits stayed along
the roaii to capture all the Germans who would come out of the
mountains. The rest of us in the other outfits turmed left--each tank company taking a different road. and some infantry
and hea.dect. for the Rhine Eiver---our next obje.ctive. The Germans
retreated as fast as they co~ld. For many it was not fas~
enough. Deaa horses wer•e lying along t·he road. Already civilians
had cut off tbe best parts of them for food.
We came to a town and gdt in position to take ·it. We
found· out it was already in American hands. In fa.ct, there were
so Jn'3.ny troops in that section that thPee outfits ha.d moved
up to take that town before we got there. There was ho more
room for men to sleep in town, so we stayed outside in our tanks.
During the night two other out:flits tried to take the tc.wn.
A few of those soldiers )were killed before other .American
outfits .in town recognized them as Americans.

Next ·morning we movea. out again. Hundreds of prisoners
he.d b.een capt~red during the night am were. behind fences.
Rubber rafts on triicks lined. the road. They wer-e to be used
in the event the !Rhine River bridge was blown. On we moved.
We we:ce st.opped ·in tr.ie tov;rn along the Ill River. That river
.is only a couple miles this side cf the Rhine. The Germans had
blown the bridge there after they had crosseJ. it. Ouy engineers
c!ame up anu built a bridge across in les::i than eight hours.
Infan1 ry used the rubber rafts to cross e.nd keep the Germans .
oh the run. We wefle relieved before the bridge Vias finishes..
'lve moved. back to· Ilerlishiem---but this was a -·eecon:1 Herlishiem-one that ha.d. already been taken and was nea1~ Colmar .•••
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Herlishiem and Falkenburg

February 7th - March 22nd

We parked tank behind tank on one of the narro"est streets in
the to"n, strung our lights from the tanks into the rooms of
the houses "e "ere going to occupy, and got all set for the
night or nights "e "ould spend there. we never did kno" ho"
many days "e "ould have to rest. The room our tank ere" "as in "as
very small. But "e all got into it and the five of us could
sleep lying do"n "ith a fe" square inches to spare. We "ere
"aited on hand and foot. The man of the house started the
fireplace after his son brought in the "ood. The little daughter
brought in the paper to start the fire. we spent the days trying
to "ash off the"hite paint that "e had put on at Brumath. That
paint did not "ant to come off. The. "eather ~as ~arm. WE didn't
need jackets. There "as no use for the ~hite paintanymore
since "e didn't have to blend in ~ith the sno". The nights "e
had guard duty and also ~rote letters. The hbuse "e liVed in
seemed.to be the gathering place of our platoon. You might call
it the USO for our platoon. We had another ere" living in another
room, and the other three cre"s just spent their time ~ith us.
The man of the house had quite a fe~ bottles that had not been ·
opened. Whether that had anything to do v.ith our house being
the gathering place I·don't kno". By the time "e "ere ready to leave
there ~eren't many bottles left.unopened. He "ould open one right
a·fter another ~hen one "as empti°ed. · The lady
the house sa"
I "asn't drinking so she took me by the hand and led me to the
kitchen, "armed some milk, and that is ~hat I had to drink. I
had plenty of milk. We left that to"n a fe" days later and moved
to a ne" place about 100 miles north.

of

This ne~ place ~as Falkenburg • . It ~as a very modern to~n~ The
German people moved into it after it had been built especially
for them by the German governmerit. The German Government had
built many such to~ns throughouf France to encourage their
people to settle in them. Their.purpose ~as also to Nazify the
French people. The Germans had left by the time ~e got there.
After stringing our lights and s"eeping out the houses ~e "ere
ready to rest once more. This rest didn't last long either.
After cleaning tanks for a fe~ days "e had t.o move on and fight
a "ar again. This time Strasbourg ~as the objective. We "ound
up NOT taking the place.
Strasbourg sat across a valley from "here ~e ~ere moving to
take it. The hill "e·"ere 6n "ould have to be crossed, and "e'd
have to move through the valley and up the enemy hill. All
this time they ~ould have a perfect vie~ of ~hat "e ~ere doing and
could set up their defense accordingly. We came over the top
of our evergreen covered hilL "ithout being seen. But the minute
~e'd try tomove out across an open space bet"een the trees ~e'd
catch enemy fire and ~hatever else they had to fire on us. After
a lot of dodging in and out of behind trees ~e
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had crossed the top of our hill and wereemoving dOY n the other side.
We didn't get to far thou,gh. All a.long the side of that hill moving
into the valley we bumpea into abstacles that would have to be k
knocked over by engineers·. We bumpea. into dragons teeth, ditches
to wia.e for tanks to cress, and citlmr things that would prevent ·
our get ting ·e,cross that valley. Back we went up the hill to the
top, This time we Liidn· 1 t dodge irl,and out of tr•ees but sat right on
the top like a bunch of duck~ sitting on a pond. We had the infantry
(70th Infantry Division) with ·us but as we 1 d. move a little closer.
to the top of the hill, getting more in th~ sight or the Germans
every tinie, the enemy's ai>tillary would open up and. finally it got
so bad that the intantry had to withdraw.; Of course we couldn't .
sit there either. Before we backed. off, though, we h.E;ld· done quite a
bit of' damage. We wrecked some German guns as well ss some of their
solciiers. The town was J..'!l.ter taken by American troops who came in
from the sid.e instead. of the fl'•ont like we tried to. We moved back
an.9, took position on the t>tller side of a big tank trap. It must. have
been built ~ xKXxxz:11 about 20 yards wide and 15 feet deep. Tb.at
trap ha.cl been built by Russian sle.ve labor 'long before we got the,re.
Many had been killed because they worked to slllvr to suit the German
guards, anei :rne..ny starved to d.ea th while working. "Ne . got orders to.
move .. back to Falkenburg and. th1:;t is where we went---but not unt'il
we had pickeu. up· a few automebile1::1 from that sector.

irte moved. back to Falkengurg and parked the tanks in a woods
across the str>eet from our houses. That was to preve·nt the enemy
planes from seeing them. Our days v'rere spent having classes and c
cleaning the tanks. Every day it rained and the water in the streets
l~dked like brown paint. After a few days the woods xxx xax were to
· muddy:. to walk in so we spent .l_ittle time wor¥ing on them.When that
. happened we became housewives and workeu · most ·of the time keeping
our houses clean and fixing up anyth:i.ng tha1, might need fixin~. The
weather was warm, but not warm enough to go without a fire in the
furnace. But our furnace· wouldn't do much good until we got a pipe
for it. Seems the Germans sabatciuged. our heating system before they
left. That was soon remidied by one of the b9ys who took a pipe out
or another house. For almost three weeks we lived a. domestic life.
We ate stew from our mess hall a couple times a day; what was left
over was quikly picked up by the civilian population. The grownups
wo11ld send their children to get the food because they figµ.i~ed the
kids would have a better chance of getting ,it. than ther,i. We went to
the show almost every night. I;n an old Russman prison one of our
companies showed movies. They wei>en 't the newest ones., but still we
haa.n 't seen them.
1i
We all new tbe army so our life of l.ie sure would have to end.
It. did r..-1::ien we moved out of the .tovn1 to train an infantry division
t.hat had just come across and. didn't know what tri..e score wa.s •. eur job
was to teacr1 them how to work with tanks. We thought surely. that we'd
have to go into action witll tne:a when the time came to crack the.t
part of the Siegfried li.ne. That we didn't want at all. These troops

40 -

just wo :.lldn 't learn what to do. They didn't want to learn. Guess
they thought it all was just a game. They did learn---the hard
wav; in combat! We weren't with them .. After our training, or trying
to train them, we went back to Falkenburg to have anouher vacation
for a few ctays. Triat vacation was short. By this time the sun
had evaporated enough og that water for the whole lot of our armies
to start the d:bive toward Berlin. After the usual cleaning of tanks we
headed up to the front lin,:}s to ,join Patton's 3rd Army· and start
fighting a war, once more. However, this. war mas a different kind
war for us.

of
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Speyer

March 24th

The start with Patton's 3rd Army was something
altogether new. That was the start of the big and final
dri've to end the war. Our first· main objective was Speyer,
a German city on the Rhine River. From the time we left
our previous rest area. until we came
ths:t city we were
on the move day and night. We moved down those roads about
fifteen miles an hour all aay long. When it got dark around
8 o 1 clock we still didn't stop to sleep. We gassed up whenever we needed the gas. The t!"ucks pulled up alongside the
tanks and gave us the amount of gas we wanted in :five gallon
c~ns .• Then they picked up the emptied ga-s cans and went back
to the end of the .colu.rnn.again. We were in task force f'orma.tion. A tank company led the force wit.h one platoon ot:
infantry anu one platoon of tanks in the lead. Behina. · the
tank c.ompany came the rest o.f' the i-nfantry company. Then
followed. tlie other tank company, the field artillary, ameulances, ana other vehicles including the anti-aircraft. The
s.tart of the column had two tanks, then two half-tracks, ~ ·
then three more tanks, al'.ld. three more L.alf.,.tracks. Then
arne the rest o:f that tank company and the rest of the task
force,. When going ~t tough;- the infantry in front. ~ct Gut
5
.'iJ1l&t of their tra.ck~nd.
walke.d. next .to the tanks to cover
them and protect th'.em. f'rom any German· bazooka t:iee that
might start. Wb.en things got ·dull again th,-y went back to
their tracks and we were on our way once more. If· things got
to serious the whole t~nk company and infantry company came
up to fight it out. We didn't have much trouble getting to
Speyer though.

to

When we came up to the town we ha<.i: our two tank
companies in a line f'Oi'i·Ja tion with _the infantry rE!ady to
cross the last open field to. take the town~ The Germans were
in foxholes in that field so there was more opposition than
we expected. In the town t:Ihe enemy had 88 's and anti-tank
gun$. They used. them too! Plenty of' tanks had close shaves
but non got hit. One half-.track got knocked out. After things
haQ softened up a bit the infantry started moRing into tow~.
"A II company tanks went with the::1 to coM.er them ·as they went·.
Two tanks got knocked out on the way. Our company was to take
the road and. come into the town on the right side.· We
started out. Our company lost no tanks, but the forwara ~bserver for tbe fielu a.rtillat>y was knocked out. We were ·without f'ield artillary for awhile; until they could get another
observer up to us·· We moved into town---with me in the s.edond
tank again. We shot at diff~rent things, but we had no real
fight • We got into town before ''A" company I s tanks did. Then
t·he trouble started .All at once the Germans started a. counter
attack. The third platoon tanks went down a road to meet them.
Two tanks were knocked out in that fight.· Our platocn was lert
on a different street t.o hold what we had already captured. We
didn't know what would happen next. All night we se.t in those

positions, The Germans s~ill had control of their bridge on the
Rhine River and w~ expected them to bring across a lot or
stuff t.o take care of us in short order. And we •xpected
everyt~ng to happen during the night. Instead, all the Germans lef.t town that night and blew up the .bridge behind them.
Next morning we just moved through town and shot or captured
snipers. Re moved into a German tank training camp that afternoon to stay for awhile and get a little rest pe¥.od. We
sta71red there about three days, cleaning the tank nd taking
it easy as best we could. After a day the mil-ita, y government
had como up and were searching suspects of the German citizens.
The l'eople were pretty frightened and theie wasn't a lot of
trouble. After the rest we were on our way toward the center·
of Germ.any again. The weather was warm by now and the leaves
were pretty well full grown.
Our night f_ighting stppped not many nights after we
lef't Speyer. The Germans caught on to our system and would
let some of the -task force pass before they · started anything.
Then wben they..l.did start fighting they would split up our
force. One night "A" company was in the lead and suddenly
two bazookas were shot at two of the tanks. It was dark and
the e·~emy coul..:in 't be picked out. The infantry was sent out
to try to round. them up. They moved into line formation and
began crossing t,he large field, When they got a. few yards from
the not then known German line a hay stack wa.s set on fire by
a German bullet~ This lit up the whole field a.nd with the Germans sitting in deep foxholes they could shoot at our men .
without having to worry about getting shot themselves. The
infantry company suffered terrible losses, because there was
nothing for them to hide b.ehind for protection. From then on
there was no more night traveling. We then moved from dawn to
dusk..
··

'·
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March 29th

Cross The Rhine River

Af'ter we left Speyer we wePe on the rµn once more.
We went so fast, in fact, that once a vehicle lost its company it wouldn't catch up for a few days.
I know! We tore
down those reads with little oppoaition.
It seems the Germans. ·all knew what was happening, because they withdrew
e.cros s tbe Rhine River all along the front. Vie did. not cross
at Speyer, but went north and crossed at Worms·. Before we
got the~e tho ·..igh our tank bro.ke down and we bad to let the
re st of the task forco go on .without us. We stayed parked .
along the road till our maintainance crews came alon,t to help
us out. By the time we were all fixed up it was reported
our company at the leau of .the task force was about 30 miles
ahead of us. That was all ter1~i tory cove~ed in a half a day.
With all these other vehicles between us and them there wasn't
much chance that we co u.ld catch up. · We fell in the column
going. pa.st. · Imagine vehicles lined up for 30· miles and stlill
we weren't at the· end of the column!
·
We· crossed the Rnine .River on a pontoon bridge constructed. by our e·nginee-rs. . Next to it about· 400 · yards away
was what remaineu. of the regular bridge. It was quite a ·brid.ge
in its time.
It was rather large with a tall tower in both.
sides of the. river bank. Only the midJ.le of the bridge was
blown away. The towers were still standing. On the other
sia.e of the river instead of a usual town was all parkway
instead. Beautiful trees anu plenty of green grass covered tre
area for miles. The column was moving toward iVlannhei::n, about
20 kilornet.ers on tba t fiide of t.l:1e river. Once· across the river
we were again in Ge·Leral · Patch I s 7th Army.

We got to Mannheim and. decLied to try and get the
right road to join our o;.1tfit. By tl1a t time there were so
many signs at the cunter of town with 'the directions of which
way different units want that it was almost impossible. to find
the sign we were looking for.
In, fact, we couldn't find ours.
We rode through that town a couple times without finding a sign
we wante<i. We asked the MP' s and they d.id.n 't know a. thing. I t
seems our outfit was the first. one through and evervone i1 the
to~, came after it. Thus theydicin 't kno 11 a thing. ·· We spent .
~h whole. afternoon lo~king and wa tchin~ fo'r a 12th. armol"'ed vehicl to roll pastl Finally w.e eyed a .Jeep that had our own
bata:ilion' s service company insignia on it. A few towns down
with our iii vision I s medical batallion was part of. the company.
'I'.i:ley were preparing to .move back to the front. The task ·force
had mov(ju so f.ast ths.:..t alreaJ.y the hospital was where those
meai cs were. It was behind the lines far enough& That night
we hookeJ in wi tl1 service company. a1,1d rnoveo. towaru our head
of th"" column. Arni then we ~~e ct.lo.n t catch '..lp to our cor~pany
untill: the., next afternoon. V,e caught up only because the;y had
1
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stopped for a few hours during the night to refuel ana. give the
men a little rest. Tie got there just Vihen they were preparing
tom.move out again. 'lie got· in our right place in the column
an\.l started with them once more .
.During the ride we had catching up to the company I
saw the prettiest scenery in Germany. For miles there were green
grass and weeping willow trees as well as other greens. The hills
were rolling hills. The uay was a rather direary one and the colors
contrasted more than usual.
F:ro.11 there on in between towns the urive was the same.
Any opposition would quickly be brushed aside and the task force

would go on. It stayed that way till the end of the war.
now on I 1 11 dweml only on the major battles.
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So from

Main River
March 3l8t to April znct

We moved into line formation on the high plateau above the town on the Main
River. Off in the distance we thought we saw two Tiger tanks, and to this day we aren't
sure if that is what we saw. They made no move to fire at us, tht they did move away
from their position. Whe we got tot the edge of the plateau whee we see into the town
from above, we saw the rereating Germans hurriedly crossing the bridge. They knew we
were coming. We shot at them, as well as those still remaining in the town. "A"
company tanks had the orders to move into the town first. With our company still staying
on top to cover them, they moved in with the infantry. There was little opposition
because the enemy was in too much of a hurry to cross the bridge. We followed right
behind the lead company of tanks. The main thing was to get to that bridge before it was
blown up. We couldn't get there fast enough. With a big explosion and a cloud of smoke
large than the spout Old Faithful shoots at Yellowstone National Park the twon bridge
blew into bits and flew in the air. We did have the town captured as well as the
remaining Germans who weren's lucky enough to cross the bridge before their buddies
blew it up. Every tank had its section to guard to prevent any Germans fro recrossing
the rivery by swimming to give us any trouble. Some tanks went back to the plateau to
guard against anything that might still be uthere that hadn't been able to cross. Others
surrounded the town on the outside. Still others wereput in different spots throughout
the town to prevent any sabotage that might start. Another tank with ours was to move
up the river bank to guard against anything that might cross the river.
That spot we had was right in the yard of a German prison camp that was holding
Belgians. They had been there four years. Not only were there men in the 30's and 40's,
but also young boys about 14 or 15 years old. They had been taken from their homes
before they were ten years old and brought here to work as slave labore. You can't
imagine how happy those men were to see us. They couldn't do enough for us it
seemed. Our tank crew was the only tank near them so the figured we had a lot to do
with their regaining their freedom. They heated water so we could wash and shave.
They wanted to fix us something to eat. 0 course we didn't accept them, because they
hardly had enough for themselves. The town was taken in the morning and that gave the
Belgians plenty of time for the rest of the day to "loot" the town. The German SS troops
had used it for a storage place. There wee cases of cherries, chocolate bars, and other so
called luxuries, as well as cases of boxes of German cigars. There was also German
clothing that the civilian population wanted to get their hands on. As is the American
policy, though, a group of infantry men were put there to guard the stuff and prevent its
being taken. By the time the day was over we had two cases of cherries, and two cases of
chocolate bars on our tank to take
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with us, as well as the things we had gotten to make the Belgians' lives a little more
happier. They had found a wine store and had plenty of that so they could really have a
celebration that night. Early in the afternnon one of the Belgians walked up to our tank
and wanted one of us to go with him toge a case of soda wagter. Our driver was able to
talk German so he went with the Belgian. They walked into the store and the Belgian
politely and the store keeper if he could have a case of of soda water. When the fellow
saw the American soldier he weas more than happy to give one away. The Belgian only
wanted the American to scare the store keeper into giving him a case, It worked.
That night we stayed inside their house till it got dark; that is all but the man who
was on guard. When it got dark we all went back to the tank to get set for the night. We
had picked up two radios but had never had electricity to try them out. Here there was
electricity. We had sneaked up on the town to fast for the power lines to be destroyed.
We plugged in both radios but neither one worked. Too bad! They did have a victrola
and plent of records that the American Red Cross had sent them. They played records all
evening and we drank coffee-our coffee!
Across the river where the Germans had fled was another town. It is right on the
bank of the opposite side of the river. As it got dark we'd see lights flash on and off now
and then. We had a good time shooting captured rifles at the flashes. Thos lights would
really go out in a hurry. There was no trouble all night.
Next day was Easter Sunday. We were awakened by the assistant gunner who
was on guard about six in the morning. Across the river and traveling down the road
slowly as a German truck with two trailers fastened on behind. Apparently the driver
didn't even know the other side of the river was inhabited by us. Our tank ond one on
top of the were the only ones that were able to fire on it. We had a good time shooting.
By the time we saw the truck and trailers they were almost to the spot where the bridge
connected with the road. We shot but didn't get a direct hit. We did stop the vehicle
though. On one trailer was a flak gun with ammunition and on the other was load of
"screaming meemies" ---they are German ammunition that sound like a woman
screamingh when they explode. The truck was filled with ammunition too. We finally
got the right range and just shot a .30 calibre machine gun bullet into the trailer with the
screaming meemies in it. You should have hear the noise! As one was set off another
would be started, until the whole truck and both trailers were blown to bits.
That was all the excitement there was for a while, and seeing our kitchen wan't
going to give us an Easter dinner a goose happened to get in the way ofone of our rifle
bullets while we were practicing! The Belgian cook fixed us goose for dinner along with French fried potatoes. We had coffee to
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Drink and our canned cherries for dessert. For entertainment while we ate they brought
out thefrvictrola and played som our wold swing records. These records were really
OLD. Their favorite was that "On land, on the sea, and in the air" record. They all knew
the words by heart because they had played so so often. None of them knew what they
were singing though. They had the most fun when they got to that "Buuuuup,
buuuuuuup, buuuuuuuup," part. They'd sing that and laugh as hard as they could. We
just spent the whole day playing records and shooting our rifles at targets on the other
side of the river. Guess that was the happiest Easter they had had in years. It made us
feel pretty good too to see them so happy. The Belgian Red Cross, British Red Cross,
and our Red Cross had sent them a package every month, but the thermans had taken out
all the good things and given them what they ddidn't want. In a few days our military
government would come and make arrangements to send them back home. Yes, they
wee really happy!
As all good things come to an end the time came for us to move across the river.
Easter night the engineers had built a bridge across it and next morning we were ready to
cross it ourselves. However, crossing went a little slowly and it was afternoon till we got
across. Then we just moved up and down that road we had shot the truck on till dark.
There was no opposition. When night came we parked with our guns facing uphill
toward the enemy. That side of the river also had a plateau. We heard German tanks
moving through the night but we couldn't find them. It is a good thing because night
tank warfare is no good! When morning came our tank was the first to climb the hill and
get to the plateau. Once up there we wee to turn left and face a woods that still
contained Germans. Off we went with the rest of the company behind us. All eighteen
of our tanks got into the same formation---all facing the woods spaced 30 yards apart. I
was looking through my sights, and as I saw a German Tiger tank about 200 yards
directly in front of me the gunner of that tank saw us. Our tank gun was pointing right at
the tank so we had little trouble getting on the target. Their gun had been facing the river
so they had to tum their turret. Lucky for us that we had less moving to do to get on the
target than they had to get on us. We were able to get off the first shot. Sparks flew and
there was so much smoke we couldn't see their tank. There was no use waiting to see if
we had done a lot of damage or not so we shot four more shells into the target. When the
smoke cleared away the tank was not there. Evidently our opponent was so large our
ammunition didn't knock it out. Later, it was found abandoned in the woods. Our tank
would have been a thing of the past had they shot at us first, because it takes a poor
gunner to miss at a range of 200 yards. Their guard must have been asleep because
eighteen tanks make a lot of noise when they come up a hill one by one. Seeing our tank
was the first one, they had plenty of time to shoot us before we saw them. It's a good
thing that tank was asleep!
The rest of the morning we just shot at German infantrymen as they came to the
edge of the woods to look us over. We'd
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knock some of them off with .50 calibre machine gun bullets
·and we.it for more to come. It was just like shooting ducks. The
a~ternoon brought orders to move to. the other side of the woods
a.nd take up positions. There the solo.iers wer>e in foiKt7.holes and
we 1d just ld>mk through the sights anci wait for a head to move,
then "bang", we'd. shoot our ma.chine guns again and knock them
off. More of the "·shocting ducks 11 • One place seetned to be a little
stubborn though. My tank commander was looking for· more head.s to
move tllrough his binoc ula.Ps and every now and then someone would
shoot at him. He '~ hear th8 bulle1s whiz pe.st him, but non hit
·
him .• We lookeu for the guy we thought woulu be shooting at him. We
located t:ne spot. '.J:e sho.t tile :nachine guns anct it seemed like we
got the guy. 'vie staetect. on ti:ia t target and another head moved.
We shot a.gain and it l~mkeJ. like- a hit. This went on about four
times and still there was a head moving. We w.:ecided to shoot
the big gun at th~ foxhole. Vie did, and. ll)cky for· us---at the
time we got rea·dy to shoot a Gern-12.n with a bazooka aimed it at
us and our round of amrru.i.i1ition hit him just in time. That ·was
our se·cona close call for k~a t daµ and the day wasn't over yot !
After staying there till about 4 o 'clock in the afternoon we got orders to capture a town ·not far ofr. We started
on our way. Before we left the woods, though, our infantry had -e.one throu~h a.nd killed, wounded, 01~ cap:bnBed all the Germans
it. ha...i. in it. ·ne moved down the road one tank behind the other,
shooting at fleeing Germans as we moved. We didn't have time to
stop and shoot so we j'ust shot what we could as we moved .along ·
the road. Vie got to the outside of the town and there was a little
hill butween us and it. A.s a tank tried to look over the top of
t'11e hill it would get shot at by the German 88 1 s and anti-tank guns.
In fact, one tank moved. up to the top of the hill an..:.i. stopped. As it
stopped a .pr>o,jectile weLt right through its gun tlil.be. If the te.nk
he.J. kept moving the shell' would have gone through the trurret and
killed the crew. That day was a lucky one f'or the.t crew too.! The
inf'a.ntry then got orders to locate tlle guns holding us back and
<iestroy.:irn.~ them. While they were doing that we were to· move around
to the othersio.e of the town and corae in there. v;e moved out bv
platoons, and then by sections. The two tanks in our section, ours
and another one, moved into a clump of tPees till we got further J,
orders. Just as we moved in a sh8.Ll passed parallel to the front of
our tank about five ¥B-rct:s from it . We coula see the fla. sh as it
went past. 0Ul'' tank cormnan._..er was cool about the whole thing and
ri.ept his head. He looke·d through his binoculars ana. I looked through
my sights to try and locate the enemy gun. Three shots had. gone
past J.n exactly the same place before we located the gun. They were
shooting at the other ta 1~, not u.;. 'IJe moved and f'e.ceci the er:emy, and
at a range of 600 yarJ.s we locatbd the 88 ani fired at it. The f'irst
shot· fell short bf the target, but it did kill some of' tlle tr1.en and.
sent the rest of them on the 1~un. We were interested in knocking out
the gun so we let the other te.nks take ca.re of the men who were running away. By the time we fir,ished. sh9otini;:: the 88 was prettv well
bankl:eu. up end qould ·nev~r be used again. SO. t.t1at was our tfn.ru.ciose ..
call for tiJ.at o.ay. The ir,.fantrv bad glearec.i the town b·7 that,, timetand
the rest. or our tanRs ha.a. moved in. oome or the Germans the inran rv
had captured. could. not nave beerr mor
nan
. · Others
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._must ba ve been 70 years old. It was the. bottom of the pot that the
Germans were scraping now. It was not dark yet so orders ·came to move
ou"b and capture another na.meu town. We got st.e.rted and the orders.
were changed so we :noved back to the place we had just captured to
get set for the night. The tank comrnanler a.nc.i I walked over to the
gun we had knockea out just to see· what da:nage we had done to it.
It was pretty well split up, and thePe was still a shell limexploa.ed
in the chamber---they were rea.a.y to shoot she 11 number four our way,
but we got ours to them first. Among the dead men lying there among
the ruins was one undamaged from the waist up. From .the waist a.own we
couldn't find a thing!

so
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- -

The rest of that morning and part of the afternoon the

ftrst tank and our tank shot at the fleelbng Germans who left
town before we got there. The forward. ebserver for the field
a.rtilla.ry ~d his 20 power telescope on the ce:n.ent brid.ge rail
anc;l. xKX pickedr.out targets for us to f ir•e .at. 1ahen the range
got to great he called his. field a~tillary ar~ they fired at
the targets • So for som.e~ime we ,just watched to see what they
could do.

rr

.

The bridge just hc,..t a few craters that ha.ct to be
filled anu the.t was done in a p1°etty ghor·t time. Before we could
start e.n . . . infantry division passed us up and walked ac.ross the
b:eicige to cont,inue the fight. Vie received. orders· t·o take another
town a few ~niles away. Off we went on our new mission. We got.
thc!re too late and it was already taken. We rnoveu hack to
Kitzingen to sl(::Jop for one nig'l1t. The next morning we were on
our way once rnor•e.

52

Kitzingen

April 5th

Staying on the roads weaving in ana ou~ of hills we
tor•e toward Kitzingen, our next main .objective. IDhe Ger>mans
d.ilin 't attempt to stop us till we got right on the read only a few
yards from town. A few German fighter planes strafed our column
with their ;nacl1ine guns but there were few casulties. At
the edge of town the enemy haci constructed a road block consisting
of logs that was meant to stop 1ils for awhile. It did! Our infantrywent up to see that it wasn't being protected by the enemy. Seeing
thE:ire was no resistance our enginecjrs were called up to remove
the roaa. block .. My souvineer pistol came from the burgermeister (
(mayor) of that town while we were w~iting for the engineers to clear
the road..
Once cleared we were on our wa'( with me ·in tank mumber
two 11 again. We went througfil. town cautiously and there wasn't
the least sign of a Ge1,can. We got al:no st to the bridge when
things started to happen. ( It seems all the towns .had a briuge)
For two blocks before we got to the briuge on the left side of
the roau was a ·park. The park was only about a half'·, a block wide.
· When the fir·st tankkot up to the last ct:ossroad some German
·
burp-gun neat openela up on it. That started the thing off. The
infantry got out of their half-tracks and twelve of them went
wJth the f.lhrst tank anQ the other twelve came with us. Six men
got on each side
each tank. Tbs. t park was filled with Germans.
They baa. been sitting in d.eep ~ox.holes just waiting for the signal
to start the firewo_rks. -When they got it, one bazooka missed the
first tank and two mist,ed us. By that time we were firing on the
. r•ight s iJ.e of thu roau.. with tank number one firing
the left s id~.
It J.icin 't take long till we had things under control. There was
.
so :nuch ac1,ion a.riou.nu tho1~e in n f'ew minutes th!,~t v1ina.ews in
houses al:nost 100 yards awa.;.1 from a tank were blown ou'f; by the
cone us ion. Before things quieted down a. machine gun opened up
on t 11.e infantry g-uar.:.i.ing our tank. It. came from the right side
J.own that last crossroad. With a 200 yaru. r•ange we shot a 76 nun
s ne 11 and blew eve ryt hi ng the re sky high.
11

of

oti

We had no casulties but the enemy had plenty. What
wasn{t killed was ca.ptureu, and many of them were wounded. The
br•ia.ge was· blown up a.s ther.,r always were so we had to sidi on this
side of the river till the engineers could build another one. .
The tank corrunander and I went b:,ck to that sdide street to see
what damage we ha.J. · uone. Two of the l,hree men were killedj The
doctor and our ca.pta h: were just taking tho third :nan awa·y. The
u.oc told us thti shell should have landed about six inches fe~rther.
Then the thira. man would haw.3 been killeJ. and put out of nis
misery. He was_ in ter1•ible shape, and it would have been better·
had he been kille..:1.
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Ytmrs Truly t:3.fter having: been on the
rttove fen..· a.lmost two' weeks

st:ra;tght . D1iri pg tr..e :t,lg
d!.'ives tbro u.gh. Ctel"lTI.8-YlJt• .

April lG, 1945

53

. .

Ansbach

ApPil 18th

Ansbach was the next main ob_iective after Kitzingen.
Ib. was a. town in a valley. Of cours.e, it haa. a river too! We
shcbt up any opposition that got in our way. Sometimes it held

us up and othei" times it Uidn 1 t. When we were held up and only
the tani{s in, f:cont were fighting, the ones farther back would
search through the rubble lying dm the side of the :road. ~\ilany
t.imes pistols and ot.b0r sou.\lJineers were found. As 'the fight
in front wore on tne prisoners were t.ol..l to walk toward the rear
of ourccolwnn •. SornewhePe dovm the line theJ woulci get. picked up
by trucks and taken to· a P7; cage in the .rear.• Natu.re.lly they
were sea:c•ched as they moved down the colurim. It I s a cinch they
diem 't have anything valuable on them by the time thew got ten
tanks back! 'I'he-t. is the way most pistols were gotte11;.
Sometimes the air co1•ps woula. lead the way. The .fighters
would see the German. columns retreating and the planes would
Cl.ive bomb and :nachine gun them. The Germans hP-d few motof!' Vbhicles. The :na.jority of equipment was pulleu. bi horses. The planes
killeci many of' t.he~n. and reall~, tr.:re an enemy ccillu,n:n. apart_. As
we came up toc,it tl1en, our meuics woula take care of the wouncted
solJ.i0rs. If we stoppea, because a fevJof them wanted ·to fight and
hold. us up thu GI' s farnll\er back wou.ia look for souvineers in the Ei
blown up wagons an,i along thu roai.is. Th0 li'ihOl<;; drive fro;n th.rd end
of our F'ebraary rest perioci tL_l the end. of the V1ar was the sa·i1e-no matter whe.t part of' Ger•many we were in.
We finally ce.me ,up on the gigh plateau above Ansbach.
There too was a ·beautiful spot. There were little clumps of bushes
all over the green r:.ra.ss:r fie ld.s. Again the ar>.ea. looke1.1 like a
park. The lanu. wasn't cultivated, but was ;just good g1•een grass.
Here and there woula be a srns.11 patch of woods. Every clump of
bu.sh(:ls might hold. a Ger.nan 88 so we hau. to be very careful. We
moved slowly anJ. cautiously :nile aftt.er rnile. No one shot at us.
We 1 <1 see the 88 1 s but they.were never rnanneu ... --tb.a)t.Kgooaness !
,
•r:ne a1m1unition was still sitting in the woous th1:tt would. be nearby.
We wo ulci blow it up by sr1oot ing a few 11achine gun bullets into it.
7ie · u.ici that for miles till we got toe;the edge of the plateau
overlooking. t.t.e town. It was near 5 O I clock then and that was as
far as our com~aLY... ~a. to jo .. 11 A II company tanks were to· enter the
town anu take 1.t ... nile we waited foe t_.em to finish their :nission
vie just sat up on top and watcloled. what was going. an. Across the
valley on the otheI' side of the town we coulu see the GE:lrmans
running. T:µere again were "ducks to shoot at 11 • The captain triea. ou:b
some of his new gunners on them. He'd let one tank fire at a time to
glve the new :nen practise.
·
.BY. nightfall the. town we~s captur-ed a.nu. v:e all moved in
~l~ep 1.n houses for a cnange. 7:e never ~ot a full nights sleep
tno11gn, becausy guaru. always. nay. to ·be pul..1.e·d. NevtirttJ.eiess, we
co.::dr..1. sleep lving, uown. ev~n if 1.1, wa.s on a ha3rd floor---it was
better than sleeping sitting up 1n tne gunrn:1r s seat !

tp
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Past Ansbach to the end of the War

Ap~il 19th to: May 8th

From Ansbach on there was little opposition. The·crossing of the Danube River was done by .a u:iifferent task force and we
just followed. We.crossed at Dillingen. The task for·ce had a
1~ ttle ~rouble c~pturing ~ t. !here., to.o1 ~ bfiU'2e was blown up and
ti1e engineer's hau to rebu1lu. 1. t • In a snort time we were able to
cro::; s ·• Once across th0 first task f'o1... ce dug fox holes and· had
orders to stay there. Our task fci-•ce he.ct orJ.ers to move farther
into 'd.ne.uy tePri tory. Off we went. The t order was changed in a
li ttl~ while---after we had. taken another town and had stopped.
Our captain wasn't one to sit aroun~ all day and do nothing. He
asked· for permission to take the company on a little patrol. He
· got it ! As we got farthe1~ into ene'TI.y t0rritory .he 'ct. drop off a
platoon to watch w.r'lS.t we had taken. ;Ve got to the one platoon that
was left----ours ! We shot up a. gang of German soldiers who thought
we were going to capture their tov;n. They fled out the otl)er side.
anu up a hill. ·;ie didn't move into the town because we didn't have
enough power. Instead, w:e just sat where we were a1id shot at the
Ger.ma.ns----agaln, like uucks-.--as they ran up the hill. As night
began to come on we went back to the Danub_e River and picked up
the other two platoons as we went back. That night we sat there and
pullea gl..l.?,rd as usual. _The nex~ day the other,~ask force had_orders
to take-. tne .land we he.a been over the day before. They st&tea out
· a.nd they were stopped fer three da :rs at the town V'le could l'lS. ve
taken tne day before. During the night the Germans had corne be.ck
and brought plenty of equipment .with them.
We heaued south toward Bavaria.· The Brenner Pass in
Italy was tlle next big thing. The closer we got to the mountains
the prettier they became. The Alps look like our Hocky Mountains,
Tll0 month .being May haii ev ..~rything on the grouna green, but every
mountain top w1:1s white with snow • .1!'/hen we got to a toVln about 20
kilometers from Munich our orders were cnanged. The:"generals
figured. it would. be· suiciae .for tanks to go into tho~rn mountains.
Naturally, we thought so too! There is no telling l_1ow many tanks
. cou.lu get th!•ough if any. The object was to connect up with our
6th Army coming up from Italy. The generals th6n changed the order
to send us on to take Munich. After we. started the orders were
changea to go ba.c.k to town a.nd out the otl'li.:Jr side for the Brenner
Pass. Once on· the other sicte the orders were changed again, and
we were sent back to town. For three days the generals tried to
make up their mina.s what we shouJ.cJI. do. Within that time Munich
had been taken,i~na the generals decided to take all the armor off
of the front lines. With too Alps to our rear we headed nortrlto
a town that hau. been ln American hands for ,11e.nv da vs. vre were to
have a rest before moving into another sector.· That t.own we were
on oui• way to was La upheim. We had no iu.ea vre. had seen our last
battle as we moveu. farther away from those mountains. But on :Mav
. 8th when we were cleaning our tanks fol"' the next operation peace
was d.eclareu.. We didn't celeb-rate t!?B,t day---we had orders to ~o
right on itleaning tbe tan.ks• We ct.id •
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,··nc_ ll comp1:in:y

714th Tank bata.llion rs Insignia
Approveu. by Vial t Disney.

Som6 of the tanks in t.b.e 714th t.ank bi:ttallibn.
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LAUPHEIM, Germany to Milv..aukee, Wisconsin

May 9th - August 22nd

From the end of the v..ar until time for us to come back to
the United States v..e moved from tov..n t6 tov..n guarding people
and captured equipment. From Laupheim v..e moved to Augsburg;
from there our crev.. v..ent to Markt, and then to Wertingen.
While at Wertingen half the company set out in trucks one
day to see the Brenner Pass in Italy. we stopped in Oberammergau to see the stage v..here the Passion Play is held once
each ten year period. The tov..n is famous for its v..ood carvings.
Also in that tov..n v..as the prettiest church I had ever seen.
Up to that time I had seen the v..orld's largest in Nev.. York
City, the one at Winchester, England;
the one at Bath, England; the
main ones in London, and in Salisbury, England; but non could
compare to the church in this little tov..n •. We left it behind
as v..e traveled to Partenkirchen. The Olympics v..ere held there
in 1936 and 1938. Our captain heard. about a train trip to
Germany~shighest mountain leaving from this tov..n.
We decided
to go there instead of Brenner Pass.
It took a fev.. hours on
the train for it to ·climb the mountains to get near the top.
Mt Jugspitz v..as the destination. The train left us out at the
resort.
In peacetime all the v..ealthy Germans v..ould go there
for their vacations.
It v..as strictly American nov... Skiing v..as
the major sport.
The day v..as v..arm up there because the sun v..as
bright ••• even getting rather sticky for skiing. It v..as June.
A cable car took us across the caverns to the near top of that
high mountain.
From there v..e v..alked to the top on v..hith,there
v..as a ten foot large bronze cross. we could see into Austria,
Italy, Sv..itzerland, and Germany. The cable car brought us back
to the resort, and the train brought us back to Partenkirchen.
The trucks took us back to Wertingen~.
We then moved into an underground factory.
Our bombers had
flov..n over it many times but it had never been seen. There v..as
a lot of machinery in those hills and no one v..ould think it v..as
a factory at all.
Slave Russian and French labor made shell
casings there during· the v..ar.
Soon the military government
ran out of space to put German prisoners v..hile they v..ere v..aiting
to get discharged by our government; so v..e had to move to
give them our factory. We v..ent to Ebnat.
At Ebnat v..e just guarded our ov..n tanks.
The order came for
half of our company to go to Japan t9 fight the v..ar there. That
half left the tanks behind and v..ent to Augsburg.
We got a train
there and rode in box cars all the v..ay v..est through Germany
and France to St Valery and Camp Lucky Strike on the coast.
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Vie lived in tents there for twenty-nine days waiting
for a sbip to come back to the Status. Then after a short furlough
we were to go out San Francisco to the Pacific theatre. While
· at Ca:-rtp Lucky Strike we slept till breakfast time, ate breakfast,
went back to bed, ate airmer, went to tlld Red Cross for donuts and
coffee, then a shovrnr, 8upper, a movie at·. one of tho thhee. theatres,
to beu. to talk till about 2 AM., and then to sleep. For t1iat whole
month we u.id just that u.a? after day.

7/h~n the day ca.me to leave the camp, we piled. in trucks
and. went to LaHavr•e to. get our ship. LaHavre was really ruined
during the war. '].1 he invasion haa. d:.t0as one of the ms. in bombing
targets. German prisoners were piling brinks· into piles--uifferent
colors in diif!'erEJnt piles. Certain sections were bombed to the
ground.. After the usual Led Cross d.onuts and coffee we got on to .
our new ship---the lliaririe Devil---a sister to the one we came over
onEi We were out to sea the next day.
Our group co,ning to Camp ivlcCoy had KP all the way across
the ocean. We haa plenty to eat you can be sure. Although, this
time the mess hall was rather empty on the third and fourth day
of the voyage. The watEir :was calm those first few days, but when rm
really got out into the ocean we hit a _storm. The ship ~ust ±tolled,
r·olled, ana rolleli some more. We coulln 't st op it ! Then was the
::bime I got sea sick, There is no feeling as maserable ! After two
uays the boys werE:l all on their feet again and we were enjoying the
sunshine once more wi1ile crossing the Atlantic Ocean toward home.

.
Aftur ten days we got· close t b the good old. American
shores. "Ne se.w whales spoutin water ana. a lot of bir•ds flying
around, We pulled into Boston9s harbor e.nd sat there over night
to· await time to u.ebark the next dav. After Milk a.nJ. dlbfltits from
V:1e ~ed Cross we ioact~:u into J:._merici.n trains anO:-went to Ca '11P Miles
Stano..1.ish ne.9.r Boston. hs we tope through the railroad yards every
:cailroaLl engine blew its whistle. Eoston was welco~ning us back home.
That was really a reception you can imagine, because there were
plenty of engines there. All t.:'"'...rough town people waved to us welcoming
us back.

At elarnp Miles Standish we w~,re told we 1 d be out of there
anu heaued for home within 36 hours. It we.s true. Two days from there
and I was up at Camp McCoy, 7ascons in. That a.fteruo on we were turned
loose with money in our pockets ana oup railroad tickets .i:1ome. Thirty
days is what they gave us~---at home. The war had f'•.:md.ed. while we vYere
in the :niu.c.i.le or the Atlantic Ocean so we c.i.idn 't figure we would leave·
the country ag1:,in. 1~11 of tis carne ho:-ne in t!J.e bE:!st of spirits.
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Home to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin and OUT

Aug 22nd to January 1st
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Upon the completion o·f my 30 days at home I was
to go back to the army. · However, the night of my last day bro-~gl'ft.·
me a 15 day extension. Guess Uncle Sam has so many bo~s coming:'."/'.,l·
be.ck he didn't have anywhere to put them. At the end of the ext;r\g:;
15 days I didn't get another telegram ·so back to Camp McCoy I we',m;~;j~
·. ·:=-~"ft:::'

A number of us with high ,points were informed we wo~li~l(if
e stationed there until we got. discharged •. That was nice to h.e,aT-f.
·was assigned to one of the companies up there, and my job was tl~
:.ut 1:t.he:.:r.ee:nlis:t:ment'i'i:\:f;Jorms and interviewing the men that wanted t;q\''
eenlist. Tb,at was some job for me---talk guys into reenlis~ing·:i')\
when I had no idea of doing it myself. - We had plenty of men ree-iiJit
The office was never dull. There were. only four. of us GI' s work:t~
there with two married girls, two Single. girls, and a cute WAC. T,j
of us fellows used to have supper quite often, at one of the l'IU:irrie'd
gal Is gomes----incidently, their husbands an~ us were friends then~
in camp! Th~y worked in a .different o.ffice.
After. being there a month t-he of'ficer in charge wrote a
letter reccmmending a promotion to sergeant. It went thru and Cp.l,
Myers became Sgt. l\llyers. ~owever, because I was a high pointer· anq
nearing my departing time from the e.rmy, the following day the orciE
was rescinded and Sgt Myers again became Cpl Myers. Had they neve.J
checked on t~e nu.~ber of points I had it wouldn't have been known
that I was nearing my discha-rge----I w:ould have t.hen been dis<?harg.i
with a highe.r rank.
...
Tgot home everfweekend, which made it nice. Home for
Thanksgiving '.·and Christmas. Then. the 30th of December I moved ove:
to get discharged myself. In those couple months I work~d in the
office it seemed,. .:like I was working away from home and coming home
weekends. After spending New Years Eve in camp the afternoon o.f' ..
January 1st, 1946 had me on a train with that white piece of j\ap~:.r,
in my hand and the army as a: thing of the past. It was a grand a,r
glorius feeling !
·
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